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ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Celebrating

"Ginger.”
Tribute To Dr.
Yvette "Ginger”
Baber

A

Pictured (L to R), Pinellas County Commissioner Kenneth T. Welch, Board Chair Elder Clarence Welch, Tom Abrass, Mayor Rick Baker, Executive Director
Mary J. Labyak, City Councilman Jeff Danner, Founder dnd Board Member Mary Jean Etten, Irwin Construction’s Eric Lanctot and City Councilman
By: GWENDOLYN REESE

James Bennett.

Special to the Challenger

St. Petersburg Community Service Center Opens
By: CARLENE COBB

fenter housed at 3050 1st Avenue South,

Special to the Challenger

St. Petersburg.
The bungalow-style architecture and
rich decor of the 34,000-square-foot
community Setvice Sfenter in the heart of a
major revitalization area in St. Petersbuig
embraces the heritage of south Pinellas
County. The center reflects the best of the
surrounding community and its goal is to
be a place that is inviting and comfortable
to all. The center houses five interdisciplinary

PETERSBURG - On May 4,
The Hospice of the Florida

.

Suncoast’s family of care teams,
and AIDS Services Association
Of Pinellas (ASAP) invited the St.
Petersburg community to celebrate the
Grand Opening of the new St. Petersburg
Community Service Center and ASAP

hospice patient and family care teams and
offers a full range of community programs and
services - support groups, educational
opportunities and volunteer projects.
Community response has been positive.
Volunteers helped with the move and are
cheerfully settling into their new home.
People seeking career opportunities have
stopped in to complete job applications.
Civic groups are already scheduling
meetings and events at the center, making

it truly a place of the community.
A short sunlit path leads to the
AIDS Services Association of Pinellas
(ASAP) center where HIV testing,
educational counseling and a full range of
support programs are provided to south
Pinellas county residents who are affected
by HIV/AIDS.

Apartment Residents
Relocated To Safe Housing

Deputy Mayor Goliath J. Davis, III, looks on as Torkela King speaks at a press conference
while tenants Julian Allen, Julian Allen, Jr., Malik Allen, and Ju’Bria Allen stand by.

T. PETERSBURG - Just six days
after the city’s , Fire Marshall
ordered the closure of a dangerous
and hazardous apartment building at 2400
15th Avenue South, city officials report
’that all residents housed in temporary
shelters have been placed in better housing,
and thank the community for its generous
outpouring of support and donations.
Today, Deputy Mayor Goliath J. Davis,
III reported that a city-operated shelter that
housed 18 of the apartment tenants was
npw empty, with residents living in
apartments and homes.
Two of the families were placed in
social service agencies where they can
obtain services they need while awaitihg

S

housing; and some families are being
provided with hotel accommodations until
final repairs of their new housing units are
completed.
“Lam thankful to so many people,”
said twenty three year old Torkela King.
“We didn’t know where we were going to
go or what we were going to do, but so
many people stepped up and helped us.”
The city opened the shelter on Tuesday,
May 2 at the Dwight H. Jones Neighborhood
Center, where 52 residents received donated
cots, bedding, toiletries, meals and access
to services such as housing vouchers, food
stamp assistance and meals. There were 23
other residents displaced when the building
was closed; many visited the shelter to

receive meals and services. City staff, food and other items to the shelter
volunteers, nearby neighbors from the included Catholic Charities, Red
Jamestown Apartments, representatives Cross, ■ Westcare, Bayfront Medical
from social service agencies and others Hospital, St. Anthony’s Healthcare, Boys
worked at the center around-the-clock for apd Girls Club, Pinellas Opportunity
six days.
Council, Bethel AME Church, CASA,
Meanwhile, the St. Petersburg Police Boley Centers and the Cold Night
Department is safeguarding the Chinook Volunteers. Deputy Mayor Davis recounted
Apartments until residents can safely a few examples of personal generosity. A
remove their belongings, assisted by city couple who wish to remain anonymous
staff and vehicles to facilitate the moves. dropped off Walmart gift cards for
Deputy Mayor Davis said, “The events of residents. Mr. Harry Lee Williams delivered
last week represent an outpouring of crab and shrimp dinners from Harry’s Crab
community generosity and spirit from and Fish House in Midtown. Neighbors
all facets of the community, including from nearby Jamestown Apartments came
government, social service and faith-based by the dozens to help cook, clean or
agencies, the corporate community, city deliver casserole dishes.
The corporate community stepped up
staff, private citizens and most importantly,
the residents of the Chinook Apartments to the plate, too, Davis added. Progress
themselves, who demonstrated patience, Energy expedited utility hook-ups for the
courage and dignity.” He thanked dozens relocated residents. Cash contributions have
of entities and volunteers for their been received from First Dartmouth, the
contributions. Among these, Pinellas Sembler Company, Echelon Development,
Opportunity Council and Pinellas County Tampa Bay Devil Rays, Opus South,
Human Services provided 51 housing Osprey Management and the St. Petersburg
vouchers for ; first month's rent and/or .Downtown Partnership. Mayor Rick
security deposits; and the St. Petersburg Baker commented on the response of the
Housing Authority distributed 20 vouchers community: “What Could have been a very
for * permanent housing and expedited negative situation for the residents of the
screenings and home inspections.
apartment building has resulted in very
The office of Congressman Jim Davis positive results. More than 20 families wili
and the Social Security Administration soon have safe, suitable new housing and
assisted,with these efforts. The U.S. Postal an'opportunity for a better life because of
Service/Midtown delivered mail to the assistance our community has provided.
residents in the shelter, and the Pinellas Through the process, once again St.
County School Board provided special bus Petersburg has demonstrated its heart, soul
transportation to children. Social service and sense of caring for its neighbors.”
agencies that donated services, supplies,

ast Friday'evening the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum
1 VqnipTfly filled, leaving many guests
standing, to celebrate the life of Dr. Marlena
Yvette “Ginger” Baber. Dr. Baber, who transitioned
this life on Saturday, April 29, was the Director
of the museum. Ginger, as family and friends
affectionately, knew her, returned to the St.
Petersbuig community last summer to undertake
the task of “getting the museum open.”
The ribbon cutting on April 7 was a testimony
to Ginger’s tenacity, hard work, and commitment
to the community and the museum. The standing
room only crowd last Friday was a testimony to
her life and an outpouring of love for her as a
“sistah,” a friend, a colleague, a mentor, and a
beloved member of this community. It was
definitely a “Ginger ‘kinda’ program” planned
by myself, Dr. Cheryl Rodriguez and Tyna
Middleton.
The program was full of the rich culture,
heritage and rituals of African people and I felt
Ginger guiding me every step of the way. The
room was filled with vases of flowers, potted
plants and trees, pictures of Dr. Baber, African
drums, and African carvings, kente and mud
cloth covered tables. Guests listened to Bob
Marley and Sweet Honey In The Rock as they
viewed a video of a great party given to honor
Dn Baber a few years ago.
Brother Shabazz Rogers and his young
African drummers in-the-making provided
drumming throughout the program. Brother
Kiambu Mudada poured libations and provided
an explanation to those who were not familiar
with the ritual. Sister Jeanie Blue, standing in for
her daughter Shakura Dedmon, shared the
Nguza Saba (Seven Principles of Kwanzaa).
Terry “TC” Long, a well known female vocalist
in the Tampa Bay area and longtime friend deliv
ered a soul wrenching rendition of Nina
Simone’s “Feeling Good.”
Ginger’s friends from both sides of the bay
■W"

Baber

continued on pg. 10
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MIDTOWN NEWS
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Academy Prep An
Educational Alternative

Flume Sli
Grand Opening
'Cebbr^rtl^n
Join the St. Petersburg Recreation
Department in celebrating teghtfrew

fame slides at city -potefr'

Mello Pool, 602 14th Street S^wtll
open gatesSaturday, May 13-at

15i30
ter a ribbon euwirs'ceremcmy with Mayor Rick Baker a»?d
[. cpvwdf members telfowed by a free.
: -swfrn until 4 p.jw. light refreshments,
served. Swim team registration also
avafltebte*
.For forffter bfernwrito «©M
727-893-7732

Pools Open
The summer swim s.$asb«.begtei Moy -13.
with the'Opening of alt clty af ,St;'Petersburg:
pools. Open public jwtm-Monddy through
Sunday from 1W4 p.m, with vdrlteuk tetter

j

open swim features Including twlftghi swim,
privateer- group-swim lessons., swim team,,
swim to stay fit, masters;prog»aw^;ctl*ife ft*
movie*, and worth Enfoy the newf^ume
juries, tew'and high dives* splash 'pad%'tend
pterile area* Fool rentals avtetobfo.
check our ©or vwbstfe
www.$>pe<e<otg/?ufl»htm

Jim H. Shearer, Gillian Barnes, and Kim T. Townsel
By: SHIRLEY SCOTT
Challenger Correspondent

ST. PETERSBURG - Academy Prep is a private
school situated at 2301 22nd Avenue South, St. Peters
burg, Florida. It opened its doors in 1997 to serve boys
in grades 5 and 6. Today it is,a coed center of academ
ic excellence educating both male and female students
grades 5 through 8. The current enrollment stands at
82 student memberships but the maximum enrollment
is 120.
On April 20, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. Academy Prep
opened its doors to concerned parents and grandpar
ents to highlight the curriculum and creed of the
school. Kim T. Townsel, Guidance Counselor, wel
comed prospective parents andstudents to the building
and helped them settle in. The bulletin board was cov
ered with student-generated, art work and the room was
filled with modem educational tools.
Mr. Townsel introduced the group to Gillian
Barnes, Community Relations Director and Jim H.
Shearer, Head of School who shared a wealth of infor
mation about Academy Prep. Light refreshments were
provided.
Parents and grandparents attended the information
al meeting for similar reasons. One mother of two,
Quintina Lee-Mays stated, “Academy Prep has what
my daughters need to be successful in education. They
would have more of an opportunity to get a better edu

cation in a smaller class setting”. Rita Crumb, a grand
parent, nodded in support of what Ms. Lee-Mays
shared, because she now has the responsibility of help
ing to raise her granddaughter, Bryanna Franklin.
To help ease some of the tension and cries for help,
Gillian Barnes, Community Relations Director,
assured parents and grandparents that Academy Prep
offers what students need to succeed. She presented a
powerful video portfolio that emphasized the tenets on
which Academy Prep was founded. Their mission
statement expresses that Academy Prep intends “To
promote the educational,social, and ethical develop
ment of middle school students who qualify for needbased scholarships and have the ability and desire both
to succeed in a rigorous academic program and to
become positive, productive members of Society”.
Another mother, Kelly Gaskin and her son,
Dominic Gaskin stared wide-eyed at the video explain
ing Academy Prep’s philosophy on education. They
later spoke with Mr. Shearer one-on-one.
Although Academy Prep is designed to serve stu
dents who qualify for the federal lunch program and is
largely supported by businesses, foundations and indi
vidual supporters from the community, the academic
challenge is considered World-class. A dream of this
organization is that students who have been educated
within its corridors will return to the community to
fhake a positive difference.

The City ef St. Petersburg Operates
Mine Swimming Peels
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Summer Playcamp & Teen Camp

WINNERS NEVER QUIT

Register Now
FuB’Ctey Child Care Ourfttg the Summer
$535 ter Full 11 Weete
$613 for fall 11 weeks, at Rte VMb

AND QUITTERS NEVER WIN

$575 for Then Full 11 Weeks
BREAKFAST & tOMCH FKCM&ED
Reycatfp groups' «*« .ter tftese entering grades 1 .fr
Teen Camp groups are.ter those entering grades 7-9
Monday-FfWay ZtBQam -‘SkBOptn

Midtown Medical Scrubs

WHEN

901 16th Street South, Suite A St Petersburg, FL 33712

creative planned actlvhtes, wO trained €ogfehsfr-<yw*
playground acKvfttes, am & crafts, swim, three held trip* on^r

ALL

tops & efejses ,o#ferstf for cot -otfdBqnaJ price

Camp Sites with Openings

ELSE

Ohikfc Pork ^cr«ar«w, 4301

Frank Pwios Swawtfen,

FAILS

727493.74*8

& 727-B43L'773t

Sadden Park ftrctoCrtiQflt 390I 3Wft

U*b Yta Zac-T.:)-, 14$f
T-B v - j.r-f.-:. 8T31 Mocom©

CALL

fofeerit ite=?«ri»n

Am.

tt 727-803-7455

'^727^317744. •

• ir 7 7 7 -H9:. 517 7 . .qfl

150tn toe Hi T27-W3-7754

Shore Acres Ctfftlw, 4730
toe Slvtf. me
A frfci «wnp anty
Wiidw^stf toewdfton 'C««wr W WtSr* Ik 727-W3L7750

ON

For Mere tetetmotlon
-^irntuuihiiin
w-iw«»r »»rtini .

HIM
Scrub sets start at $ 18.00 (reg. sizes)

Cell 727-893-7441
or check out our website etwww stpete ^/fu,, ^

j

MIDTOWN NEWS continued

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, May 11,2006

Eckerd College, BAC and
Progress Energy Form A
Partnership

May Day: The May Pole, And
Tender Buds Of Spring

By: ROSALIE PECK
Challengerfeature writer

Hartley Gillespie, Berice Green, Bianca Abbott, and Luis Perez

By: HARTLEY GILLESPIE
Special to the Challenger

^^■"■Whe focus of the
Midtown
St.
Petersburg Economic Develop
ment Project is to aid in the
economic advancement of

.JL.

the Midtown area, enhance
the quality of life within

the Midtown community
and bring about a greater
sense of unity throughout
St. Petersburg.
“The Eckerd College
students came to my busi
ness,” said owner of Uncle
Dea’s Family Restaurant,
Betty Hayes, “and showed
me how to do my books in
the computer. That was a
big help to me” she said.
The
collaboration
between Progress Energy,
the St. Petersburg city gov
ernment, the Business
Assistance Center, a team
of Eckerd College student
interns and faculty, and a
community dedicated to
the ongoing success of
these
initiatives,
has
already put this project
well on its way to creating
a new era for the St.
Petersburg area.
Mayor Rick Baker and
Deputy Mayor Goliath
Davis have shown a great
amount of support and
desire for success in the
Midtown Project. It was
delightful to see Deputymayor Goliath Davis on
his way into one of the
business sites for lunch

and a chat about the
progress of the project
with that business owner.
“I’m a little jealous of
Hartley,” Deputy Mayor
Davis teased at the Eckerd
College Banquet given to
highlight the Midtown
business owners. “At one
time I was the only person
Mrs. Green would talk to.
Now she talks and opens
up to Hartley.”
Hartley Gillespie is the
leader of the Eckerd Col
lege interns. Hartley will
graduate from Eckerd this
year. “I love working with
the Midtown community.
I’ve learned more working
with these businesses than
I did in the classroom” he
said.
The staff of the Busi
ness Assistance Center
serves as the main source
of expertise, a communica
tion link between the com
munity and the other col
laborators, and as leaders
and motivators within the
Midtown Project.
“The staff of the Busi
ness Assistance Center
works closely with the
business owner,” Shrima
tee Maharaj said. “We lis
ten to the owners and
allow them to tell us what
they think they need and
then we move.”
Through a generous
grant from Progress Ener
gy, Eckerd College’s Cen
ter for Applied Liberal Arts
was given the opportunity
to play an active role in

this project by partnering
with the Cify of St. Peters
burg Business Assistance
Center to aid small business
owners in the Midtown area.
Progress Energy has commit
ted a great deal to the Midtown Development Project
and their support within
our community further
illustrates the potential of
this project.
The Eckerd College
students worked with busi
ness owners on projects as
diverse as: cleaning, paint
ing, taking inventory, rec
ommending computer soft
ware for automated invento
ry, assisting in filing neces
sary government forms,
advising and implement
ing a number of marketing
initiatives, penetrating new
markets, assisting with a
fieldtrip for a second grade
class from Melrose Ele
mentary to a local busi
ness, providing aid during
the grand opening of a new
business which is seeking
to help the environment
and many more.
Not surprisingly, the
small business owners
have enlightened the Eck
erd College interns on real
life business situations.
These entrepreneurs have
taught the interns much
about courage, drive, dedi
cation, and the importance
of friendship.
Bernice
Green, the sole owner of
Green’s Bakery and a true
gift. to everyone with a
sweet tooth, has illustrated

what
a
single-female
entrepreneur can accom
plish with courage and good
ol’ home cookin’. She has
also won the hearts of the
interns.
“Mrs. Green’s wonder
ful pastries will be sold on
the Eckerd College campus
next year,” said Hartley
proudly.
Green's Bakery is only
one of the small businesses
in Midtown which has been
assisted through the Midtown Project; in turn,
becoming a significant part
of this community collabo
ration. Other businesses
helped by this effort to date
are Consumer Dollar,
Twigs and Leaves and
Uncle Dea’s.
This project demands a
great amount of time,
patience and dedication from
everyone involved. Howev
er, the outcome of a success
ful project outweighs the
energy put into it. The suc
cess of this project will bring
about a sense of unity within
our community which will
allow the progress on all lev
els to continue forward.
Without a doubt, it will be a
long and sometimes rigorous
process, but no major success
has ever been created other
wise.
Hartley Gillespie is
one of the Eckerd Col
lege
interns
that
worked in Midtown
with the different busi
nesses.

Like spelling bees and
hot-cross buns, certain
memories of childhood
are just that -memories.
But some, I think, are
worth visiting from time
to time. With the change
of seasons, we sometimes
recall different months,
seasons, years and people,
for special times and
events that linger, some
with smiles and amuse
ment, some with whatever
feelings certain memories
bring.
Among unforgettable
events of childhood in
years long gone, was the
annual event of May Day.
Plaiting the May Pole was
the crowning thrill of any
little girl selected to sing
and dance in the ribbon
winding ritual that cele

brated the coming of mid
summer's eve.
May Day was a sym
bolic celebration of the
tree of life; a time for scat
tering seeds throughout
the land; a time of green
ery, roses, and colors more
vivid than tender buds of
spring. It was a time when
May Poles at Jordan Ele
mentary School on Ninth
Avenue South, and Davis
Elementary on Third
Avenue South, were cere
moniously erected as part
of the annual May Day
celebration, to the delight
of hundreds of children,
parents, faculties and
neighbors. This is a time
of childhood well-remem
bered.
The base of tall wooden
poles was dressed up with
fresh green pine branches.
The pole shafts were
painted with colors of the

rainbow that matched
brightly colored ribbons.
A brilliantly colored ban
ner graced the top of the
pole.
Other activities
included singers and
dancers.
At Davis Elementary,
young Betty Singleton
Fuller's talent as a dancer
was discovered when she
was selected by teacher
Amanda Howard, to per
form in a May Day
pageant. At Jordan Ele
mentary, Ida Mae Singleton, and brothers, William
and Freddie Dandy were
featured soloists. And Ms.
Agnes Hunter, my fourth
grade teacher, played the
piano with syncopated
rhythm like no musician
before or since. I clearly
recall the tune for the May
Pole ritual, although some
of the words escape me. I
remember wanting to plait
the May Pole.
The highlight of activi
ties came when a bevy of
little girls in pretty, color
ful
dresses, holding
matching ribbons, sang
and skipped in perfect pre
cision around the May
Pole. I can't tell you how
much I wanted to be one
of them. Sadly, I never got
the chance. "Go away
from here, girl, you're too
tall," the teacher in charge
dismissed me when I
approached her. As usual,

I fled, with hurt feelings
and tears to my mother,
who soothingly assured
and counseled me to con
sider my height an asset,
and scolded me. the first
time she caught me stand
ing with one shoulder
lowered in an attempt to
appear less tall. "Stand up
straight baby," she said
calmly, "slouching won't
make you short. Standing
like that will only make
you a tall person with poor
posture. You are tall. So
stand up straight. Stand
tall. Now reach up and get
mama that pot from the
top shelf, with your nice
tall self."
And so, as Memoiy
Lane takes me back to
May Day celebrations and
May Pole plaiting, I recall
every line of the tradition
al song learned in elemen
tary school that begins
with: "M is for the million
things she gave me." And
on this Mothers Day, I
wish to express heartfelt
love and appreciation for a
lifetime of love, support,
guidance and words of
wisdom imparted to me
through the years by my
number one mentor and
role model of life, my
mother.
Love, Peace and
Happy Mother's Day to
all.
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BE A FLORIDA LOTTERY RETAILER.
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RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

What a great way to grow any business.

ATTORNEY AT LAW

✓ Great for restaurants, drugstores, discount stores
and other retailers

• Automobile Accidents

✓ Get tickets, terminals and other supplies at no cost*
✓ Earn commission on every ticket sold

• Criminal Defense

✓ Increase store traffic

• Divorce

✓ Earn extra cash through retailer incentives
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✓ More than 1,3 Million transactions daily, statewide

• Wills & Probate
WACHOVIA PLAZA
150 SECOND AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 810
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701
(727)898-9292
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask the lawyer
‘ to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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✓ Over $3.5 Billion in sales last year alone

Get started today.
Call the Florida Lottery Business Development Department at
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Florida Lottery*
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In 1952, the United
States passed the
immigration and
nationality act. The
act created various
categories for non
immigrants entry into
the country. One of
these was the H-2
program for temporary

workers.
In the 1950’s, the U.S. Virgin Islands
used the H-2 program to allow unskilled
workers from various neighboring islands
to work in the agricultural and tourist
industries. The best laid plans being what
they are, by the 1960’s these temporary
workers were being employed for any and
every job on the Islands. By the end of the
decade, these guest workers accounted for
almost half of the entire work force. Many
native workers were unwilling to work for
the low wages paid to the guest workers.
As a result, unemployment increased
dramatically.
Resources for schools and housing
were strained. As the number of “temporary”
workers kept increasing, the native bom
population even began to fear they might
lose political control of their homeland.
Soon, efforts were afoot to stop the children
of guest workers from attending public
schools but federal courts intervened. The
program was abandoned in 1975 with
most of the guest workers allowed to
become permanent resident aliens because
by this time they had put down roots on
their new island. Sounds eerily familiar.
Central to the administration’s planned
immigration reform is a similar temporary
worker program that in the words of
President Bush “rejects amnesty, allows
foreign workers to fill jobs no American is
willing to do, and reduces smuggling and
crime at the border.”
Let’s pause just a moment so that we
may all disabuse ourselves - once and for
all! - of the notion that there are jobs
Americans are unwilling to do. A quick
Internet search of dog waste removal will
reveal literally hundreds of Americans that
get up each morning and clean up after
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Volume 38 * Number 36
Published Thursday, April 11, 2006
16 pages • 1 section
©©hr Wrrkly ©h^lettger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

Unlike the early 40’s when men were

being shipped off to war by the hundreds
of thousands, it is simply untrue that there
is a shortage of low skilled labor in the
United States. There are more than 30 million
low-wage workers in the workforce. More
specifically, Black teenage unemployment
in the United States (men ages 16-19) is
approximately 35%.
•The New York Times recently reported
on the “deepening plight” of black men.
We must ask ourselves what these men
with few skills and little education will do
to support themselves if we institutionalize
a program whereby low skilled jobs go to
guest workers from another country.
Like temporary worker programs
before it, the president’s plan to provide
American businesses with a constant
influx of low priced labor is sure to keep
both prices and wages low. What remains
unclear is exactly how such a program
builds solidarity with the American worker.

Shake The Money Tree
By SAMUEL J. VANCE

DEADLINES
All news items, advertising copy and related art
submitted for publication on Thursday must be
at the office of The Weekly Challenger no later
than 4 p.m. Monday

their neighbors’ pets. If Americans will
earn their livings cleaning up doggy-doody
for an honest wage they will certainly pick
fruit, cook food, build houses and mop
floors.
And while we are busting myths...
Guest worker programs have in the past
been used as a solution to offset labor
shortages.
Such was the rationale of the Bracero
program. In order tp compensate for the loss
of manpower in the agricultural industry
during the Second World War and the
Korean conflict, the United States and
Mexico agreed to allow agricultural workers
from Mexico’s poorest states into the
country to work during harvest time. The
program ended in 1964.
And similarly to the H-2 program in
the Virgin Islands native workers suffered.
According to the Center for Immigration
Studies, “In its thorough report on the
Bracero program in 1952, President Truman’s
Commission on Migratory Labor found
that “wages by States [for agricultural
workers] were inversely related to the supply
of alien labor.” Citizen farm workers in the
Southwest simply could not compete with
braceros.”

Question: What do Motown Records,
Soft Sheen and Johnson Products have
in common?
Answer: Each one of these companies
were black companies that were sold
after they had become very successful.
Now I did not name these companies
because I wanted to hold anyone in
particular up for criticism. Indeed as I
did research for this article I even
found some things to compliment. For
instance Barry Gordy stayed on and
took an active role in running Motown
after he sold it.
I freely acknowledge that establishing
a highly profitable company and selling it
to establish another company or
maybe just because you want to kick
back and retire is a part of the
American Dream. This has been
detailed in numerous publications'like
the Wall Street Journal and Black
Enterprise. This has also been described
well by authors like Robert T. Kiyosaki
in “You Can Choose To Be Rich”.
The thing that does concern me is
the big picture. In the last few decades

America has opened many opportunities.
Overall black Americans need more
examples of successful businesses.
Even though we have always owned
businesses black Americans have
tended to look for their security in
jobs.
Even though there are many areas
where long term job security is still
possible job security in many fields is
not what it once was. If you are a nurse
or a plumber your career may be looking
great but if you work in a shoe factory
the fact that only 5% of America’s
shoes are made here is not in your long
term favor. However if you decide to
open up a small boutique that caters to
people that appreciate custom made
shoes and you find the right way to
market them you might just be on to
something.
According to the U.S. Census
Bureau we are more than 12% of the
nation’s population but own only 4%
of the nation’s non-farm businesses. It
seems to me that America has room
for a few more Barry Gordys.

“SF Se Puede” Means “We Shall
Overcome”
May 1, a day of
worker celebration,
began in the US
around the struggle
for the eight hour
day. Now it is
honored across the
world, but largely
Reverend Jesse
ignored in the US.
L. Jackson, Sr
How fitting then
that this year,
immigrant workers from across the
world have revived the day, marching
to defend their dignity - and energizing
an entire movement for social justice.
They march to make their humanity
known. They march to make their
views known. They march because
they will not be victims or pawns, but
will be the subjects of their own history
in this country. The new immigrants
seek precisely what has made our country
great: They thirst for democracy and
freedom;, a job and security for their
families, for citizenship rights and to
leave repression and poverty behind.
Lower wage workers in this country
- many of them African Americans worry that employers are using immi
grants to displace them, to undermine
good jobs, force wages down and
weaken labor organizing. But the
answer to that isn’t to turn on other
poor workers. It is to raise the minimum
wage (frozen since 1997). Crack down
on exploitative employers and off-the
books hiring.
Immigrants of previous generations ,
including African Americans, should
see the new undocumented workers as
allies, not threats. They share with
African Americans a history of repression,
of being subjected to back-breaking,
soul deadening work - or to no work at
all. They share a history of making a
way where there was no way, creating
community in often hostile environments ,
and fighting to carve out a better
future for their children.

As each wave .of immigrants
begins to demand f&ir wages, human
rights or citizenship, they are
denounced as threatening the American
way of life. Critics emerge who want
to send us back to Africa, back to the
plantation, back to Mexico, back to
China or shift us to even more barren
Native reservations - even those of us
who have been here for generations.
But when the right wing of the House
of Representatives forced through its
latest anti-immigrant legislation,
which would criminalize 11 million
people living in America and all those
who provided them with any services,
the insult turned to threat. Criminals?
No. They are our mothers, fathers,
aunts and uncles. Illegal aliens? No.
They are our friends, teachers, church
leaders, health care providers and
business owners. Whatever differences
we may have are dwarfed by our
common'struggle for dignity.
No human being is “illegal.” All
human beings have human rights . Let
no legislation pass that violates this
fundamental principle. We must not
create a permanent, exploited underclass
in America that, like slaves, have no
path to citizenship . This ndw immigrant

freedom movement is being embraced
by African Americans and today’s
movement for peace and social justice.
Slowly, the hands that picked the
cotton are joining with the hands that
pick the lettuce, connecting barrios
and ghettos, fields and plantations working together for a more just and
open society. In. today’s movement,
many undocumented immigrants have
already lost their jobs, been detained
or deported, and separated from their
families. But like the African American
freedom fighters of the 1960s, their
minds are “stayed on freedom.” As I
see it, their rallying cry - “Sf se puede
(Yes We Can)” is Spanish for “We
Shall Overcome.”

We love it when our readers say,

“I LOVE THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER !”

REMEMBER...

/

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 14th
R»*<» Mwrtesy
WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send Your Letters to:
Tfie Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. South •
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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TAMPABAY AREA NEWS
2006 Delta Prayer Breakfast
Miles Davis: Alive
and Weil! (Part II)

*

Miles Davis

Hopefully, my article on Miles Davis whetted
the ‘jazz appetite’ for some jazz fans that are not
too familiar with ‘The Man’. Each time I begin to
explore the life and music of Miles Davis, my
taste buds become fine tuned for more and more;
as if eating from a bowl of ‘Heavenly Nectar’ pre
pared by the ‘gods of jazz’. It’s no doubt that
Miles had a mighty career. His career and music
in death have become bigger than the man, and I
feel absolutely wonderful about Miles. I feel
great about the music he played and the records he
left for us to listen to in his absence.

This great musician whose full name was
‘Miles DeWey Davis IIP was bom in Alton, Illi
nois on May 26, 1926 into a family that some
claimed to have been financially wealthy. His
father ‘Miles Henry Davis’ was a successful den
tist and his mother Cleota was said to have been a
blues pianist. Who would have guessed that
young Miles, as a composer, bandleader and trum
pet player would one day become one of the most
influential and innovative musicians of the 20th
century? A year after Miles’ birth, the family
moved to East St. Louis, where they also owned a
large ranch. It was there that young Miles became
a proficient horse rider.
While growing up in East St. Louis,
Miles’ mother preferred he play the violin even
though she had been a capable blues pianist, but
this she kept hidden from Miles. It was said that
she didn’t want him playing “Negro” music
because it was not considered to be ‘refined’. At
about the age of nine, a friend of Miles’ father

gifted him with his very first trumpet; however,
for a couple of years, he didn’t take playing it seri
ously. It wasn’t until Miles was close to thirteen
years of age that he began to get into playing with
interest. At that time, his father also arranged for
Miles to receive music lessons with a gentleman
by the name of Elwood Buchanan. Buchanan
lived in town and was the local trumpet player. It
was Buchanan that impressed upon Miles the
importance of playing without ‘vibrato’. Now
you know how Miles’ clear tone came about.
From the very first note Miles plays, you know
it’s him just by the tone of his horn.
When Miles turned sixteen years of age,
he became a member bf the local musician’s
union and whenever he was not attending high
school, he played in local bands. It’s been said
that when Miles was a youngster starting out play
ing, Sonny Stitt, the alto sax phenomenon tried to
get him to join the Tiny Bradshaw blues band.
Miles’ mother, however wouldn’t allow it, and
insisted that he complete his high school educa
tion. He was just seventeen at that time.
Some of you'may recall in my articles on
the ‘History of Jazz’ that I mentioned a few early
and great trumpeters such as buddy Bolden, Joe
“King” Oliver and Louis Armstrong. Miles may
be placed next to them in jazz music history, since
he has surely become a bona fide jazz legend.
Miles ranks up there with the great Duke Elling
ton, when it comes to being a music innovator.
Although skillful in playing their instruments,
neither Miles nor Duke would be considered a
technical virtuoso. Duke was primarily known as
a big band composer and leader. As for Miles, it
was known that he brought together some of the
most talented young musicians to play in his small
groups (i.e. quartet/quintet) allowing them room
to grow. Most of his sidemen, if not all, went on
to become leaders and legends in their own right.
(To be continued.)

Get Ready! Get Ready!
The St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. continues to prepare for its’ 7th Annu
al Prayer Breakfast to be held May 20,2006 at the beauti
ful downtown Hilton Hotel.
This years’ speaker is Bishop Thomas Weeks, HI, a
noted author, television, and conference host who has cap
tured the hearts of people around the world because of his
revelatory nature and his uncompromising stance in the
Kingdom to reach the multitudes by any means necessary.
His powerful messages are captured in a number of books
and audio and video series, including: “Teach Me How To
Love You”; and his most recent book “Even As Your Soul
Prospers.”
Weeks III. the eldest son of Bishop Thomas Wesley
Weeks, Sr. and Leona Brown Weeks,'is a native of Bos
ton, Massachusetts. After living in the states of Indiana
and New York, his family settled in Wilmington,
Delaware. In the Wilmington area, he completed his pub
lic school education and attended the University of
Delaware majoring in Mass Communications.
Allowing God to equip and qualify him for his pur
pose and destiny, upon accepting his calling as a third gen
eration pastor, he furthered his studies and completed an
Bishop Thomas Weeks,
AA in Biblical Studies and a BA in Theology. He later Weeks and the father of a daughter Sydnie. In addition to
pursued advanced studies .toward an MA in Christian Weeks, local participants on the program include Dana
Counseling at the Christian International College of The Mackey, SELAH the 100 voice women’s choir from Mt.
ology. Under the umbrella of the International Organiza Zion Progressive Baptist Church, Sister Diane Hughes,
tion, Pentecostal Assemblies of the World, Bishop Weeks and Dr. Wayne G. Thompson, pastor of First Baptist Insti
was licensed to the Gospel ministry and ordained as Elder. tutional Church.
Over a span of more than 21 years, he faithfully
The breakfast starts at 8:30 a.m. and the cost is $30.00.
served in leadership in several areas such as Church Proceeds from the breakfast provide scholarships and supAdministrator and Assistant Pastor at New Destiny Fel ' port the community projects of Delta Sigma Theta. The
lowship (formerly Greater Bethel Apostolic Temple) in Chair for this years breakfast is Dr. Yvonne, Williams and
Wilmington, Delaware under the pastorate of his father, the Co-Chair js Armetha Williams. For tickets and addi
Bishop Thomas Weeks, Sr.
tional information call 727 867-6358. Sharon Wilson is
Bishop Weeks is the husband of Dr. Juanita Bynum Chapter President.
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* * * *
Jazz fans - your jazz album collection should
contain at least this one jazz album by Miles:
“Kind of Blue”. It is considered by many to be
the greatest, most influential and possibly largest
selling jazz album of all time.
** * *
Jazz fans - do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! Mail your com
ments to Rick Gee's Jazz Jamm, do The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., St. Petersburg, FL
33705.

Local Dentist Honored As
Citizen Of The Month
ST. PETERSBURG - This month,
District 5 Council Member James
Bennett, along with City Council,
announced the Citizen of the Month
and Student Citizens of the Month
Awards.
The May Citizen of the Month,
Dr. Reginald Ligon, was recognized
for his professional contributions
and community support of youth
sports and the medical profession. A
graduate of schools in Terre Haute,
Indiana, including Indiana State
University, he earned his doctorate
of science from Meharry Medical
College School of Dentistry in 1975.
He moved to St. Petersburg in 1978.
Since 1979, he has owned a dental
office in St. Petersburg and prac
ticed dentistry along with his wife,
Dr. Mindy Ligon, also a dentist, for
20 years.
Dr. Ligon serves as president of
Bay Point Little League and was

instrumental in the development
and completion of the Lakewood
Baseball Complex. He is an active
member of McCabe United
Methodist Church and Alpha Pi
Alpha fraternity. He served three
years on the board of directors for
All Children's Hospital and cur
rently serves on the board for All
Children's Health System.

Aftomey>
Dr. Reginald Ligon

Soulful Arts

Summer Dance
Intensive Program
Jon* 5-3(5,2006

Dance Academy, Inc.
isfDawsf** Age$6-yp
"Dance
for
?he
Afasicd
Ttaoh® Student"
B
' Ages 11-up
Beginner thru Advanced Levels
<6alf^ • ftwnfe * ktOE-* fcp.
•Modem • H»p Hop • Theatre
• Sharpen Atrfifen Skfc
Dance classes throughout
year

(727)822-2555

1-800-MORGAN-LAW
TAMPA (813)6511414

www.forthepeople.com

Free Hospital and House Calls * Se Habla Espanol
The hiring of a Sawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free, written information
about our qualifications and experience. * Percentage fee computed on gross
recovery before expenses (which we will advance) are deducted. Office Tampa.
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The American Dream is not a guarantee of success but the
opportunity to succeed. That's the promise of America.
Public school teachers keep that promise, passing on knowledge,
skills, values and dreams from one generation to the next.
Qualified and committed teachers are a critical part of the
foundation for great public schools.
Celebrate National Teacher Day in May. Salute public school
teachers for their contributions to the future of America's children.
And the future of America.

Great public schools for every child. A basic right. And our responsibility.
NATIONAL
EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

Encourage everyone in your community - parents, business
leaders, elected officials and neighbors - to celebrate teachers

Great Public Schools for Every Child

and the work they do. Celebrate. And participate. Start a
celebration for teachers in your local public schools. Shower
your teachers with well-deserved thanks. Help make every

a//

day National Teacher Day.
... • ...
Visit NTA.org to learn al, of the things you can do to
celebrate and thank teachers al, year long. Call your local

*

National Teacher Day

public school and volunteer today. You won't believe the big
welcome you'll get.

Reg Weaver, President

National Education Association

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continued
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
RETIRED & SENIOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

BETTY RUTLAND BUSSEY & RUTLAND BUSSEY APARTMENTS

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

Grand Opening & dedication ceremony Wednesday, May 24,
2006 from 11:30 am- 1:00 pm at 2962 IstAve. S. Boley Centers
presents newly constructed Betty Rutland Bussey and Rutland
Bussey Apartments which \yill provide permanent supported
housing for individuals who
have low income and are
recovering from mental ill
nesses. For more informa
tion call (727) 821-4^19

The Museum of Fine Arts, seeks enthusiastic, flexible and
dependable team players to provide inspiring tour experiences
for our visitors df all ages. Enroll now for Docent Training
classes in the Fall of 2006. Contact Lisa Kirksey at 727-8962667, ext. 233 or lisak@fine-arts.org

GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

We need volunteers to help us in our
recruitment efforts. For information on
these and other positions, please call the
RSVP office at 327-8690 ext. 22. St..
Petersburg Museum of History, Bob
Secours Maria Manor, Ronald McDon
ald, Daystar, St. Petersburg Pregnancy
& Family Resource Center.

at
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VOLUNTEER
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Hundreds of abused, abandoned or neglected children urgently
need a Guardian ad Litem volunteer in Pinellas County. Your job
will be to becprne familiar with the child and the child’s case and
make recommendations to the court to help ensure a safe, caring,
anti stable environment. You will be well trained and. well super
vised. You will definitely make a
difference in a child’s life. Call
727-464-6528 or please visit our
web
site
at
www.guardianadlitem6.org.

X
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Guardian od Litem

PROGRAM

TEN STAR ALL STAR BASKETBALL CAMP)

ALUMNI SINGERS TO HOLD ANNUAL SPRING CONCERT

ATTENTION EVENT ORGANIZERS

GIBBS JUNIOR COLLEGE ALUMNI REUNION

Applications are now being evaluated for The Ten Star All Star
Summer Basketball Camp. The camp is by invitation only.
Boys and Girls ages 10-19 are eligible.to apply. College bas
ketball scholarships are possible for players selected to the AllAmerican Team. Camp locations include: Babson Park, FL,
Prescott, AZ, Thousand Oaks, CA, Sterling, CO, Bridgeport,
CT, Gainesville, GA, Champaign, IL, North Manchester, IN,
Towson, MD, Ypsilanti, MI, Glassboro, NJ, Schenectady, NY,
Hickory, NC, Lebanon, TN, Commerce, TX, Blacksburg, VA,
Lyndonville, VT, and Beloit, WI. For a free brochure, call
(704) 373-0873 ANYTIME.

The Alumni Singers of St. Petersburg will hold their annual
Spring Concert Sunday May 21, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. The event
will be held at Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church at
1800 18th Ave. So. For more information call (727) 323-7004.

Non-profit organizations seeking City of St. Petersburg co-spon
sorship of events must submit applications by Friday, June 9,
2006. There is still time, pick up applications now. Proposed
events must occur in the 2007 fiscal year (October 1, 2006 September 30,2007). A $30 processing fee and a 501-c3 certifi
cation must accompany applications. Events must be held with
in the St. Petersburg city limits. To receive an application or fur
ther information call 727-893-7494 or 727-893-7734 or log on to
www.stpete.org/fun.htm to download an application from the
Leisure Services page.

On May 26-28, 2006 Gibbs Junior Cdllege Alumni’s will cele
brate their 49th anniversary and reunion. Plans have been made
for the bi-annual reunion, 49th anniversary and recognition of
classes 1965 and 1966, Friday May 26 registration and Cookout
at Howard Johnson, Saturday the banquet at Holiday. Inn Sun
spree Resort. Al Thornton President.

WOMEN’S BLUES REVUE PRESENTS MOTHER’S DAY BENEFIT

VOLUNTEER AS A VISITING ROLE MODEL

MOTHERS - GRAB YOUR SCISSORS!

SLIDE INTO SUMMER:

Women’s Blues Revue, an ensemble featuring Tampa Bay’s
most prominent female R&B artists, will present its 11th
Annual
Mother’s
Day Benefit Concert.
The event will be
held at Tampa’s Skip
pers Smokehouse on
Sunday May 14 from
5-9 pm

Help a parent understand what their children can realistically do
for their age—help the parent begin to have fun with their child!
For further informa
tion contact: Kathy
Mize, Coordinator
for The Parent Aide
Program (727) 5443900 x 168.

Non-profit organizations seeking City of St. Petersburg eo-sponsorship of events must submit applications by Friday, June 9,
2006. There is still time, pick up applications now. Proposed
events must occur in the 2007 fiscal year (October 1, 2006 September 30, 2007). A $30 processing fee and a 501-c3 certifi
cation must accompany applications. Events must be held with
in the St. Petersburg city limits. To receive an application or fur
ther information call 727-893-7494 or 727-893-7734 or log on to
www.stpete.org/fun.htm to download an application from the
Leisure Services page.

: The city celebrates the grand opening of a new flume slide at
Campbell Park's E. H. McLin Pool, 602 14th St. S., this Saturday,
May 13, at 12:30 p.m. Following the dedication, there will be a
free swim until 4 p.m., games and prizes, a pool safety expo,
swim team registration and light refreshments. Come join the fun.
Contact: 893-7635.
T

Local Author Honors Her Grandmother

Ersula Knox Odom

TIN Roof
by Ersula Kjiojq Odom
Fhe fogfits went out
Appliances unplugged
Bed covers pulled baf
Family members retreated

thirst for her grandmother’s
stories, “Tell me the stories
you used to tell me.” Knox
sat down at her grandmoth
er’s feet, with an over-sized,
outdated tape recorder and
began to capture the life she
thought she’d forgotten.
This simple request to her
grandmother opened the
door to hours of singing,
laughing, and sharing.
Odom said in spite of how
huge and Cumbersome the
tape recorder was, it played
a major part in capturing the
essence of her grandmother.
“I have my. grandmother’s
infectious laughter on tape.
Our time together that day
will live on forever even for
my two daughters.”
Odom’s grandmother
was the youngest and last
surviving sister of .seven
brothers and sisters. Odom
feels she was perfectly
placed to enjoy family his
tory. “Everybody came to
visit with grandmother and
I always listened tp the

wonderful, entertaining sto
ries they shared, until
grandmother would give
me that look that meant this
part was meant for grown
folk’s ears only,” Odom
said laughing.
“These experiences and
my enthusiasm for collect
ing such information later
earned me the title of fami
ly historian. In fact it
appears my past actions
were setting the stage and
lying dormant until I
matured enough to truly be
excited about revealing the
past to the future.”
This quiet reserved
author speaks slowly and
deliberately as if every
thought is being processed
before she allows herself to
speak. She sounds as rhyth
mic and poignant as one of
the pieces in her book with
out even trying as she
relives moments of child
hood with her grandmother.
Odom calls herself a
“historian
by
birth”.

“When someone in my
family needs a picture or
any kind family informa
tion they come to me even
though many of them are
older than me.”
“My friends call me the
‘story teller,” she said.
In 200i, following a
college reunion, she decid
ed to put all her family lore
together in book and CD
format.
The end result of her
labors of love is her book
entitled “At Sulai’s Feet,”
packed with wisdom of her
grandmother.
The book includes
quotes from her grandmoth
er Sula, old family photos,
bits of family lore and poems
Odom has penned in honor
of her grandmother. “These
stories and quotes from my
grandmother are still alive
and well to speak to my own
daughters,” said Odom.
“At Sula’s Feet” can be
found at Reader’s Choice
and Haslam’s bookstores.

THEY’RE BACK
FISH TACOS!!!
CRISPY FISH, LETTUCE, CHEESE, SALSA, ALL
WRAPPED UP IN A SOFT TORTILLA

ONLY $2.99 • MUY BUENO!
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 327-8309
(727)328-8309

MARKH & MITAURANT
WHERE THE LOCALS BUY .

Rain hitting that tin roof

Is Shaving Causing
You Problems?

Saturday, May 20, 9 am-6 pm

Drawings and Prizes at each location.

Once a year only!
~
www. stpete. org
for more information
FREE PARTICIPATING
MUSEUMS & VENUES

SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
The Florida Orchestra and

Dali Museum

No better warmth
No better sleep
No better respect for nature’s power
By:
BLANCHE
GANEY

L.

Editor

ST. PETERSBURG Ersula Knox Odom is a
writer who has captured
the human experience in
her book, At Sula’s Feet
which features over one
hundred vignettes about
life growing ’ up in the
south. Odom, who was
raised by her grandmother,
Ursula Stephens, for

whom she whs named,
grew up in Effingham
County Georgia in a
household filled with love
and wisdom. “I didn’t
always appreciate, my
grandmother’s
wisdom
when I was growing up,”
said Odom smiling,“but, I
was smart enough to know
to keep quiet and listen.” ,
After completing a
couple of years in college,
Odom traveled back home
with a renewed interest and

Pink Martini Superpops Concert

Florida Holocaust Museum

Hill Top Research is conducting a
study to see if daily shaving reduces
the severity of facial irritation.
This study has 5 visits to our facility
and qualified participants will be
paid up to $215 upon completion.
For this study we are seeking men,
20 to 45 years of age, who are
prone to bumps or irritation from
shaving.

. FOR OVER 21 YEARS

St. Petersburg is ON EXHIBIT!

Fo theirfavorite spot in bed
Fo listen to the soothing sound of

Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday .. . Gone Fishin*

25% artsalive discount, 81 3-286-2403

Great Explorations the Children's Museum

-open till 4 pm

more artsalive fun!!

Museum of Fine Arts

ALWAYS FREE + gift shop discounts

The Pier Aquarium

The Arts Center

St. Petersburg Museum of History
Sunken Gardens-open till 4 pm

Florida Craftsmen Gallery

www.stpete.org for

ASL

schedule or contact venues

St Petersburg
www.stpete.org

Park in downtown garages
and Ride the Looper Trolley
to all downtown locations.

Call today to find out more.

800-874-7550
6699 13th Ave North

St. Petersburg, FL 33710

Only 25<t!

Free shuttle from Baywalk to
Sunken Gdns/Great Ex 9am-2:30pm

Seven Great Collections/One Great Day
For Pinellas and Hillsborough residents (ID required)
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STATE NEWS
Insurance Doesn’t Covet Prostate
Screenings in Florida

Voucher, Class Size Overshadowed
Other Education Issues
By: BILL KACZOR
Associated Press Writer

4-

TALLAHASSEE
(AP) - Thousands’of chil
dren and adults rallied
with Gov. Jeb Bush at the
Florida Capitol to support
vouchers that let students
attend religious and other
private schools at taxpay
er expense.
Some also sat through
committee meetings and
in chamber galleries' or
packed lawmakers' offices
but to no avail.
Proposed state constitu
tional amendments Bush
had sought to advance the
voucher concept and
weaken the state's classsize limits were the two
biggest failures for the
governor during Florida's
2006 legislative session
that ended Friday.
The struggles over
those issues, though,
overshadowed passage of
other significant educa
tion measures, including a
historic spending increase
and a wide-ranging school
overhaul bill dubbed " APlus-Plus."
"The number one pri-:
ority for us passed with
very little opposition,"
Bush said Saturday. ."APlus-Plus plan is really a
meaningful piece of legis
lation."
It includes an innova
tive provision requiring
high school students to
choose a major area of
study just like their col
lege colleagues. The
intent is to encourage stu
dents to make better
grades and stay in school
by making it more inter
esting.
Several provisions are
designed to make middle
and high school more rig
orous including a fourthyear math requirement for
high schools. Middle
schoolers also would get
career planning-lessons.
The bill would pro

hibit the school year,
starting in 2007-08, from
beginning any earlier than
two weeks before Labor
Day. That's a response to
complaints from parents
and the tourism industry,
which claimed it was los
ing summer customers
and workers, because the
opening of the school
year had crept to early
August in many districts.
School districts would
be required to pay higher
salaries for hard-to-fill
jobs such as teaching
math and science. There's
a ready-to-work program
for students who don't
plan on going to college,
professional development
for principals and special
classes for struggling stu
dents.
The state budget allo
cates a $1.77 billion
increase in public school
spending including $147.5
million to pay bonuses to
teachers whose students
show the most improve
ment on standardized
tests.
"Pay for performance
is funded at a level that
puts Florida truly on the
vanguard," Bush said.
Vouchers and class
size, though, caused the
most angst and suspense.
Sen. Larcenia Bullard
likened voucher lobbying
to another emotional
debate lawmakers had last
year over a law _ later
found unconstitutional _
they passed to let Bush
order the reinsertion of
Terri Schiavo's feeding
tube.
"I felt as though I
was a hostage," said
Bullard, D-Miami, com
paring it to being between
fans rooting for opposing
teams on opposite sides of
a sports sthdium.
Bush made vouchers
a key element of his "APlus" plan, forerunner of
this year's bill, in 1999,
but the Florida Supreme

Court in January ruled his
Opportunity Scholarship
Program was unconstitu
tional.
The governor advo
cated an amendment that
would get around the high
court's ruling by giving
the Legislature nearly
unfettered authority to
create voucher programs,
but it failed in the Senate
by a single vote.
It takes a three-fifths
majority in each chamber
24 in the 40-seat Senate to
put an amendment on the bal
lot. The voucher amend
ment got 23 votes.
The governor also
pushed an amendment
that would have weak
ened class size reduction
requirements voters put
into the constitution
through a citizens initia
tive four years ago. Bush
and other opponents
argued it's too expensive
and too rigid.
The GOP-controlled
Senate also turned down
that measure by four
votes, 20-20, as moderate
Republicans abandoned
the governor on those
issues.
"Jupiter did not align
with Mars for Jeb this ses
sion," said Sen. Jim King,
R-Jacksonville. "There's
a space and a place in this
state for vouchers, ... This
is not gonna be the end of
the voucher debate."
Rumblings
have
begun for a possible drive
to put a voucher amend
ment on the ballot
through a petition drive.
Daniel Insdorf of Winter
Haven is circulating a
pro-voucher petition to
test the waters for a for
mal citizens initiative.
"It's just not fair,"
said Insdorf, a state
Department of Children
& Families worker and
former teacher. "If you
have money you have a
voucher," .

Voucher supporters
argue they give poor chil
dren a chance to escape
from
failing
public
schools. Opponents con
tend they siphon money
for those schools.
Most children in the
stricken opportunity pro
gram, which provided
vouchers for students from
failing public schools, are
minority group members.
That put addecL pressure
on black Democrats such
as Bullard.
She voted for the
voucher amendment in one
committee and against it
in another and on the
floor.
Bullard and some
other Democrats, howev
er, were willing to support
a much narrower voucher
bill, as opposed to a con
stitutional amendment. It
would have revived the
opportunity voucher pro
gram by making it part of
another for poor children
financed through corpo
rate tax credits.
The Senate passed
that bill 28-4 but it never
came to a vote in the
House.
"Our folks were not
convinced that it was a
fix," said House Speaker
Allan Bense, R-Panama
City. "The only solution
to that issue is a constitu7
tionai amendment."
One consolation for
Bush is that about 700
students already in the
opportunity program will
be able to stay in their pri
vate schools by switching
to the corporate program.
That's part of a bill setting
accountability standards
for schools that accept
vouchers from the corpo
rate program and another
one for disabled children.
Those programs were
not challenged, but sup
porters fear without • an
amendment, they may be
next.

Florida Governor Bush Heading Presidential Delegation to Haiti

cffolesterol?
Radiant Research is seeking men
and women age 18 and older who
have high cholesterol. You may qualify
for a clinical research study of an
investigational medication.
Qualified participants
will receive ali studyrelated care and study
medfeatfed or placebo at
no cost. Compensation is
available for time and
travel tothose' wfio^uaOfyr
Call Mon-Fri for more information

727.343.4706
6010 Park Boulevard, Pinellas Park, FL

Uncertain of your
cholesterol levels?

Gov. Jeb Bush
By: VOA NEWs

belowtosetelulea
no-cost cholesterol
screening.
'

RLAJ^Msrr*

The White House
says Florida Governor
and President Bush's
brother Jeb will lead a
delegation to Haiti for
Sunday's inauguration of
incoming Haitian Presi
dent Rene Preval.

A statement issued
Monday
said
U.S.
Ambassador to Haiti
Janet Ann Sanderson and
M. Rony Francois, Secre
tary of the Florida
Department of Health,
also will comprise the
presidential delegation
announced by President
Bush.
The incoming Haitian
leader won the presidency
in February, following a
campaign of promises to
improve social conditions
and
education
for
Haitians. The vote ush
ered in the first democrat
ically elected government
in Haiti since the ouster
of President Jean-Ber
trand Aristide in 2004.
Mr. Preval first held
the presidency from 1996
to 2001

State Second in the Nation in Prostate Cancer Deaths
WASHINGTON, D.C.Florida does not have a
law mandating insurance
companies
to
cover
prostate cancer screen
ings, forcing men' to pay
Out of pocket for it. A lack
of access to the needed
screenings and awareness
about the disease is criti
cal in Florida as about one
out every 17 prostate can
cer deaths happens in the
Sunshine State.
“Government statis
tics show that when
caught early, prostate can
cer has a 99 percent sur
vival rate,” National
Prostate Cancer Coalition
CEO Richard N. Atkins,
M.D. said. “A ten minute
test can save your life.
The problem is that most
men don’t take advantage
of it and many state gov
ernments aren’t doing
enough to protect meh

who are at risk.”
Forcing
insurance
companies
to , cover
prostate exams isn’t out of
the question. There is a
long established law in
Florida that requires
insurance to cover breast
cancer screenings.
“Before
we
can
remove prostate cancer
from any. family, we must
remove the obstacles to
promising new research
and provide education,
screening and treatment
to those who need it,
most,” said Atkins. “To do
so requires the public’s
support. We can beat
prostate cancer. How soon
is up to the people of
Florida.”
Prostate Cancer Stats

• About 33 percent of all
men with cancer have

prostate cancer.
• About nine percent of
men who die from can
cer died from prostate
cancer.
• U.S. prostate cancer
mortality rate is 30.3
per 100,000.
• U.S. prostate cancer
incidence rate is 163.8
per 100,000.
• Hawaii has the lowest
prostate cancer death
rate in the country
(20.5)
• Washington, DC has
the highest prostate
cancer death rate in the
country (51.0)
• There are 23 states that
DO NOT have laws
mandating that insur
ance companies pay for
prostate cancer screen
ings compared to 49 for
breast cancer.
• The federal government
spends only $495 mil

lion on prostate cancer
research, compared to
about $850 million for
breast cancer.
• African Americans are
2.5 times more likely to
die from prostate can
cer.
• Men with a body mass
index of 32.5 or greater
are 33 percent more
likely to die from
prostate cancer if diag
nosed.
About the National
Prostate Cancer Coalition
Celebrating 10 years
of saving lives, the
National Prostate Cancer
Coalition sets the stan
dard for rapidly reducing
the burden of prostate
cancer on American men
and their families through
awareness, outreach and
advocacy.

Boot Camp Death Was Unexpected
Addition To Legislative Agenda

Martin Anderson
By BRENT KALLESTAD
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE (AP) - It
happens nearly every year: An
unforeseen issue that changes the
game plan in the Florida Legisla
ture.
A year ago it was the kid
napping and slaying of 9-year-old
Jessica Lunsford two weeks
before the session began and the
end-of-life battle between Terri
Schiavo's husband and parents
that consumed lawmakers' activi
ties. In 2004, lawmakers reacted
similarly to the kidnapping and
murder of 11-year-old Carlie Brucia.
It was no different this
year. The 2006 session started and
ended with most lawmakers
deeply troubled by the January
death of a 14-year-old boy in the
state's care at a Bay County boot
camp. A videotape showed Martin
Lee Anderson being manhandled
by a half-dozen, burly, uniformed
guards.
Anderson's death not only
distracted them throughout their
nine weeks at the Capitol, but
resulted in major changes to the
way Florida will discipline trou
bled juveniles in the future.
The military-style boot camps
once in vogue were replaced with
programs at four sites across the
state modeled after a successful
three-tiered, yearlong Martin

County program. It forbids physi
cal intervention except for selfdefense and adds an aftercare
component that requires follow up
with the youngsters after they're
returned to the community.
Teens who come into the
system now must receive a physi
cal by a registered nurse upon
entering and leaving any facility
and there will a hot line number
available to make complaints
about any excessively abusive
behavior by guards.
The state anted up $10.6
million for the new plan, which
will be called the Sheriffs Train
ing and Respect program, or
STAR, in the bjll named after
Anderson,
From day one the legisla
tive black caucus kept the heat on,
pushing for arrests of the camp
guards who manhandled Anderson
and the dismissal of the medical
examiner who ruled the youngster
died of sickle cell trait, not gener
ally considered a life-threatening
condition. Neither has yet hap
pened.
But the nosiest of every
one was Rep. Gus Barreiro, a
Cuban-American from Miami
Beach who chaired the House
Criminal Justice Appropriations
Committee. Barreiro believes the
system not only failed Anderson
but tried to cover up the death and
he moved his colleagues and even
tually Gov. Jeb Bush in their pur
suit of answers. "One person can't
get anything done here, but as a
group we can accomplish so
much," Barreiro said.
Bush named Hillsborough
State Attorney Mark Ober a spe
cial prosecutor and a second
autopsy was conducted on the
youngster's. exhumed body amid
growing concern about how he
died, especially after the video
tape's release. The second autopsy,
just released, supported skeptics
of the initial finding. The new
examiner concluded that Anderson

suffocated when guards shoved
ammonia tablets up his nose while
covering his mouth.
"I'm pleased that the first
step toward having justice be
shown to the whole world, the
state of Florida and Martin Lee's
family has begun," Bush said Fri
day. "It showed what most
believed was the case," Bush said.
"Now we're hopeful Mr. Ober's
investigation will be completed as
soon as possible and the process of
a possible prosecution can begin
as well."
And that's what Ander
son's parents have sought since
their son's death Jan. 6. "If you
have a badge and a gun, that does
n't put you above the law and let
you get away with murder," said
Benjamin Crump, a Tallahassee
attorney suing the state Department of Juvenile Justice and Bay
County Sheriffs Office on behalf
of the family. "Make no mistake
about it, we believe they murdered
this child.
"It's inevitable after the
truth comes out, we can get to jus
tice," Grump said.
The Florida Department of
Law Enforcement, which would
normally investigate such matters,
was pulled out of. the case after it
was learned former Commissioner
Guy Tunnell inappropriately com
municated with Bay County Sher
iff Frank McKeithen op the case.
Tunnell, who resigned last
month, had previously been the
Bay County sheriff and had begun
the military-style program in
Panama City that shut down soon
after Anderson's death. Bush met
with student leaders who conduct
ed an overnight sit-in at the Capi
tol to keep attention on the Ander
son case, met with Martin's par
ents and prayed with the Revs.
Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton
after they spoke at a rally of near
ly 2,000 in the Capitol Courtyard
last month.
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NYC Man On Solo Row From Africa
Across The Atlantic
s-------------

and nearly 40 have had to
abandon their trips,
according to the group.
Mooney said he’s the
first to attempt the trip
from Africa. He hopes to
reach the Americas in about
120 days, or about four
months. Wind and current
patterns mean he’ll likely
hit the Caribbean first,
then start up the coast'
toward the Brooklyn Bridge,
which he aims to reach by
Victor Mooney aboard his rowboat bound for New York
October.
“There’s no A train
By HEIDI VOGT
African-American to row here,”: Mooney said,
Associated Press Writer
referring to a New York
solo across the Atlantic,
Mooney said his .voyage City subway line. His trip
DAKAR, Senegal (AP) is also an awareness-raising was delayed for nearly a
- Reasons to row across trip for AIDS issues in. month in Senegal to fix a
the Atlantic Ocean alone: Africa and a memorial to keel broken by fishermen
Adventure, faith, record- a route that took African who tried to move his
breaking, fundraising for slaves' to the Americas. boat by rolling it on logs.
a cause, a memorial. New Africans “went through
Mooney, on leaye
Yorker Victor Mooney claims slavery and now they’re from his job as a college
them all, energetically.
going through AIDS and publicist, said multiple
But maybe it takes being devastated again,” delays in Senegal were a
that kind of heady passion said Mooney, who lost a surprise boon because
to brave the Atlantic Ocean brother to the disease.
they helped him get to
in a 24-foot rowboat.
Fewer than 50 people know the local population.
Mooney, 41, set off from have completed solo rows “The people of Goree
West Africa on Sunday across the Atlantic Ocean, Island have really embraced
and pointed his homemade according to the England-, us, and the idea,” he said.
draft toward his hometown based Ocean Rowing The island off the coast of
of New York City, aiming Society. Four have been SenegaFs capital once
to become the first lost at sea in the attempt served as a major slave

trafficking port and is
now frequently visited by
African-Americans.
One woman who
brought her two children
down to the beach to see
Mooney off said she
considered it a history
lesson for them.
“It’s the first time we’ve
seen something like this,”
said Rokia Bachinga. She
said she cried when Mooney
ceremoniously rubbed his
face with sand on the
beach and crawled toward
his boat. “It was said tp
see him crawling like our
ancestors did.”
The boat may hold
more high-tech equipment
than any other craft
previously docked at
Goree’s port. Mooney
said he’s traveling with
three phone systems,
three global positioning
systems, backup solar
panels, three water makers,
an emergency life raft and
“tons of food.” “I have
backup maybe three times
over,” Mooney said. “I
even have a backup rudder
and three sets of oars.”

Genetic marker indicates higher
prostate cancer risk

Photo courtesy of www.simpaiicographics.com

By MALCOLM RITTER
AP Science Writer

NEW YORK (AP) Scientists have identified
a common genetic marker
that signals a 60 percent
heightened risk of prostate
cancer in men who carry
it, and it may help explain
why black men are
unusually prone to the
disease, a new study says.
The DNA variant may
play a pole in about 8 percent

of prostate cancers in men
of European extraction
and 16 percent of the
cancers in blacks,
researchers said. The
study was published
online Sunday by Nature
Genetics and will appear
in the journal’s June issue.
The work is reported by
Kari Stefansson and
colleagues at deCode
genetics in Reykjavik,
Iceland, and scientists
elsewhere.

The variant is about who are older, black or
twice as common in have a brother or father
blacks as whites, so that who’s had the disease.
may contribute to the More than 230,000 new
higher incidence of prostate cases are expected this
cancer in blacks, the year in the United States,
researchers said. Stefansson with about 27,000 deaths.
said in a statement that
The researchers found
deCode plans to use the that the DNA variant was
discovery to develop a more common in prostate
genetic test that might cancer patients than in the
help doctors decide how general population, suggesting
closely to follow men at .an association with the
high risk and how to treat disease. They compared a
prostate cancer cases. The total of 3,430 patients
study indicated the vari with more than 2,000
ant might be associated others, drawing on study
with more aggressive populations in Iceland,
forms of the disease. <
Sweden, Illinois and
It’s not. clear whether Michigan.
the heightened risk comes
Among whites, the
from, the variant itself or variant appeared in about
from another that lies 19 percent of patients and
nearby on chromosome 8 . 13 percent of the other
In general, men run a participants,.
Among
l-in-6 chance of developing blacks, both numbers
prostate cancer at some were about twice as high.
point in their lives. The
risk is greater for those

PLEASE JOIN EVERYONES YOUTH UNITED FOR ITS
1 ST ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER
EVERYONES YOUTH UNITED, INC
The Mission of Everyone's Youth United is to help at risk youth reach their fullest potential by engaging them in
performing arts and prevention programs that educate and guide them in the difficult decisions inherent in the
transition to adulthood.

ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
2006 BAY AREA YOUTH CONFERENCE & 1ST ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER
Everyone's Youth United is pleased to welcome keynote speaker Russell Simmons and special guest Dr. Benjamin Chavis

MAY 19, 2006
7:00 - 9:00PM
THE ST. PETERSBURG COLISEUM
535 4TH STREET NORTH, ST. PETERSBURG, FL

TICKETS'SOLD AND SEATING ARRANGED ON A
FIRST-COME FIRST-SERVE BASIS.

RUSSELL SIMMONS

DR. BEMJAMIIM CHAVIS

CHAIRMAN & CEO

PRESIDENT & CEO HIP-HOP

RUSH COMMUNICATIONS,

SUMMIT ACTION NETWORK

PURCHASE TICKETS BY CALLING (727J 321*0060:
$50 (FOR ij, $500( PER TABLE QF 1 Oj. Ali proceeds benefit

Russell Simmons is a visionary who has long shaped the cutting edge

Everyone's Youth United a 501c3 agency.

of 'hip-hop, now known as America’s most compelling cultural explosion
of the latter 20th century.

FOR MORE INFO ON EVENT SPONSORSHIP AND
DINNER TICKETS, CALL EYU’S OFFICE AT 777-371-0060.

For more than 25 years, Simmons has

brought hip-hop to every facet of media and pop culture: in music with

Def Jam Recordings; in TV with HBO’s Def Comedy Jem and Def
Poetry; on stage with the critically-acclaimed stage production “Def
Poetry Jam on Broadway”, in fashion with the red-hot Phat Farm and
Baby Phat lines, and in the community with Rush Philanthropic Art
Foundation and the Hip-Hop Summit Action Network.

EVERYONE'S YOUTH UNITED, INC,
WW.EVERYOfJESYOtiTHUNfTEB.OR6
700 43RD SIS, SI, PETERSBURG EL 33/13

(727) 321-0060
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Damu Smith, Peace Activist,
Dies At 54
Courtesy of blackamdricaweb.com

Damu Smith

James Lewis
Fuller, Jr.

Dan
Henderson

Evangelist
Yvette Stevens

Annie Ruth
Zinn

Robert
Preston III

Bom in Boston, MA,
December 28, 1946 to
Clarabelle Jones Fuller
and the late* James Lewis
Fuller, Sr., James Lewis
Fuller, Jr. departed this
life on April 26, 2006.
He leaves behind a
loving mother, Clarabelle
Boone, St. Petersburg,
FL; four brothers, Jacob
L. Fuller, St. Petersburg,
FL, Jerome L. Fuller and
Robert O. Fuller, Boston,
MA, and Timothy M.
Fuller, Hutchinson, KS;'
two sisters, Charlotte
Fuller-Barney; arid Joann
E. Fuller, St.: Petersburg,
FL; two uncles; two
aunts; and so very many
nephews, nieces, cousins,
and devoted friends and
classmates.
•

Bom October 3 ,1951,
in Birmingham, AL to the
late Dan Henderson, Sr.
and Lizzie ’Keith; Dan
Henderson departed his
well celebrated life on
Sunday, April ^0, 2006.
He leaves behind his
wife, Beverly Henderson;
his daughter, Toni C.
Henderson of Birmingham,
AL; two brothers, Dr. Dallas
(Carolyn) of Washington,
D.C. and Ben Henderson
(Helen) of St. Petersburg,
FL; three sisters, Beretha
Dallas (John), Wilhemenia
Pritchard (George), and
Yolanda Keith, all of
Birmingham, AL; two
grandchildren; two aunts;
three ‘god-grandchildren’;
and a host of sisters-in-law,
brothers-in-law, uncles,
aunts, nieces, nephews,
and cousins.

Bom February 10,
1960 in Manhattan,
New York to Stanley
and Auroa Stevens,
Yvette Stevens passed
away on April 19, 2006.
She leaves to cher
ish her memories her
father Stanley Stevens,
her son Tyrone David,
her godmother, Ruth
Williams and a host of
spiritual children, sisters
and brothers.

Bom on January 6,
1959, in Hughes, Arkansas
to John L. Zinn and Lula
Bell Zinn, Annie Ruth
Zinn departed this life on
April 27,2006.
She leaves to cherish
her memories her mother,
Lula Bell Zinn of St.
Petersburg, FL; five sis
ters, Mattie (Leamon)
Junious of St. Petersburg,
FL, Eamestine Polk of
Vallejo, CA, Mae Zinn,
Liz Zinn, Wanda (Leon)
Cabarris, all of St. Peters
burg, FL; one brother,
Harold Zinn of St. Peters
burg, FL; two uncles;
nine aunts; eight nephews;
four nieces; seven greatnephews; nine greatnieces; And a host of
cousins, other relatives
and loving friends.

Bom and raised in St.
Petersburg, Robert Preston
III, age 30, passed away
May 7 in Bushnell, FL.
He leaves to mourn,
his mother, Amelia Preston;
father, Robert Preston, II;
grandmother, Rosa Slade
of Augusta, GA; a daughter,
Zyk'ereya Preson of St.
Petersburg; four brothers,,
Elphonza (Zoe) Doyle
of St. Petersburg, James
Cummings of St. Peters
burg, Robert Preston, IV
of Texas , and Robert Pre
ston, V of Orlando; three
sisters, Rosa Jackson of
St. Petersburg, Michelle
Mason of St. Petersburg,
and Antonette Preston of
St. Petersburg; and a
close friend Santedra
Booth.

WASHINGTON (AP)Damu Smith, a St. Louis
native and internationally
known peace activist, has
died after a year-long
battle with colon cancer.
He was 54.
Smith pushed for a
national Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday, fought
chemical pollution on the
Gulf Coast and campaigned
against the war In Iraq.
He died Friday at George
Washington University
Hospital.
Smith was one of
Washington’s most promi
nent civil rights activists.
He co-hosted the show
“Spirit in Action” on
WPFW-FM, where his
advocacy continued “right
up to the bitter end,” said
Milagros A. Phillips, his

partner on the show.
“You could not know
Damu and not be politically
active. He demanded it,”
said another friend, Dera
Tompkins.
Bom LeRoy Wesley
Smith, he came-to Wash
ington in 1973 to study at
Antioch College. He later
took the name Damu,
which means “blood,
leadership and strength”
in Swahili.
In the 1990s, Smith
joined Greenpeace USA
and monitored corporate
pollution on the Gulf Coast.
He coordinated the first
National People of Color
Environmental Leader
ship Summit in 1991,
helping to link the civil
rights rhovement to the
environmental movement
for the first time, col
leagues said.
John Passacantando,
Greenpeace’s executive
director, said Smith’s
death “is a monumental
loss” for many groups.

As founder of the
National Black Environ
mental Justice Network,
Smith arranged so-called
“toxic tours” of a region
in Louisiana known as
Cancer Alley, where
people experience a high
level of cancer deaths. In
2001, he took author
Alice Walker, poet Haki
Madhubuti and actor
Mike Farrell on a tour of
the area.
After the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks,
Smith cautioned Americans
and the U.S. government
against targeting Arabs.
Smith, who complained
of stomach problems for
years, fell ill last year in
March while leading a
delegation for Palestinian
rights in the Middle East.
After his return to Wash
ington, doctors told Smith 4he was in the end stage of
colon caneer.
Survivors include a
13-year-old daughter, a
sister and two brothers.
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things done. She also
announced the establish
from front page
ment of the Dr. Ginger
reflected on her fife and Baber Memorial Fund to
shared warm and witty provide a garden in her
stories. Drs. Susan Green- memory on the museum
baum, Cheryl Rodriguez grounds.
The program would
and Trevor Purcell, all
members of her USF fam not be complete without
ily, told of her love of “Miss Ginger’s children”,
teaching, anthropology, the youth participants in
and people. They also the St. Petersburg History
shared their individual sto Project. Two of the youth
ries of how they met her, Erica Brown, Brayonna
what it was like to work Blue and USF intern
with her and to be her Alisha Winn shared their
friend. Tyna Middleton, thoughts and feelings
President of the museum about Dr. Baber. Their
Board, reflected on Dr. reflections included a
Baber’s tenure as Director ' letter and poem written by
of the museum and her the two youths. The program
special way of getting also included a prayer, a

Baber

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries

Burial Spaces

We arrange Military Honors and

$890

Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

Pre-need
Interest-free

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours’

financing

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

available
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1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 3370511801 -U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

727-572-4355

Obituaries can be delivered or e-mailed to:
wceditor@tampabay.rr.com
special inusical tribute and
the singing of the Negro
National Anthem.
Ginger touched and
was touched by so many:
Larry her cab driver and
his girlfriend Cynthia who
often cooked dinner for
her; Olinda and Greg who
brought her organic fruits
and vegetables; Sybil,
Sam and their daughter,
whose home was a second
home to her and her
beloved Jah Charles, “The
Dred”, who recently
returned home to the
Caribbean.
Dr. Baber’s
son,
Michael Pritchlyn, thanked
the community and the
museum for providing a

way for his mother to
return to the city she called
home, the place where she
was most happy, and for
allowing her to be a part of
something that gave her
life so much meaning.
After the main cele
bration, a small group of
about twenty met at Saf
fron’s Restaurant to eat
Ginger’s favorite food at.
her favorite place and
drink a toast to her. The
group shared what they
called “Ginger Stories”
sometimes with laughter
and sometimes tears, but
always, with a deep sense
of love and respect for a
beloved friend.

“It’s all taken care of”
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years'‘ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Bjm’t
When things go wrong, as they sometimes will,
When the road you’re trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high,
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh.
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must, but don’t you quit!
Life is queer with its twists and turns,
As every one of us sometimes learns,
And many a failure turns about,
When he might have wo,n had he stuck it out,
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow,
You may succeed with another blow.
Success is failure turned inside out,
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,
And you never can tell how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far,
So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit,
It’s when things seem worse, that you must not quit!

(727) 895-6005
Author Unknown

MORNING GLORY
FUNERAL CHAPEL
OF ST. PETERSBURG
FractionalFunerals starting at $2,499.00
Direct Cremations w/free um - $895.00
(jraveside Service starting at - $1299.00
Please stop by to visit the newly decorated
facility to meet the staff and see the wide
variety of funeral merchandise available.
Affordable and Compassionate

3301 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg

(727)323-8132

Lisa M. Speights

24 hour service

LFD and Owner
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
CHURCH EVENTS LISTING
ST. MARK MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

NEW PHILADELPHIA
COMMUNITY CHURCH

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

“Celebrations of a Woman:
A Faith that Sustains Through All Seasons”

Tribute to Womanhood

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under the
leadership of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, the Reverend
Brian Kenneth Brown, extends to the community at large,
an invitation to join the women of St. Mark as they present
“Celebrations of a Woman, A Faith That Sustains' us
Through All Seasons” on Friday, May 12,2006 at 7:00 p.m.
The scripture reference for the celebration is Ruth 2:2. All
women of the community are invited to treat themselves,
their mother, daughter and/or best girlfriend to an evening
filled with praise and worship as we celebrate the bonds
of Godly sisterhood. Guest speakers are: Sis. Dorothy
Jenkins df Mt. Tabor M.B.C. (Tampa, Fldrida), Sis. Bonnie
Belford of St. Paul MBC (Bradenton, Florida) and Sis.
Lynelle Middleton of Word of Life Fellowship (St.
Petersburg, Florida). The affair will also feature guest
soloists from the community along with door prizes that
will include dinner for two at Leroy Selmon’s, a Mary
Kay Cosmetics basket, and a free spa certificate.
Events for May, 2006
May 14
May 15

Mothers’ Day Breakfast at 8:00 A.M.
Men of St. Mark in charge of service
Evangelism Outreach for Childs Park'Area at 6:00 PM.
Church outing to New Hope M.B. Church at 7:30 P.M.

May 16
May 21, May 24-26 and May 28

St. Mark historical dedicatory services commemorating the

The church family’s annual tribute to womanhood
will be celebrated on Sunday during Mother's Day
worship. A recognition service of all young girls and
adult women present will be held. A posthumous
cognizance of female leadership in church’s history
will also be done at mid-morning services. Members
are requested to be present and prompt for worship
every Sunday, Wisdom School also commences at
10:30 a.m.
In further recognition and honor of womanhood,
Pastor will offer sermonic proclamation about Jesus’
regard for women as referenced in Scripture. He will
also endeavor to show the dedication, devotion, and
commitment of women to our Lord and Savior, Jesus,
the Christ. Worship will follow praise and devotion at
11:30 a.m. on Sunday.
.
Christian commendations to Rev. Aaron V. Gaskin
for a thought-provoking and soul inspiring sermon on
Sunday. From the cultural anathema towards drug
addiction, he adroitly weaved meaning of Christian
commitment and discipline that leads to one becoming
“addicted” to Jesus Christ, the “rock” of a believer’s
salvation. This contemporary exhortation on a current
social problem was both lucid and unctuous in its
discernibility by hearers, from the enthusiastic
response of worshippers present.

completion of our church Edifice, the W.J. Glover Education
Wing, housing the Isaac McNeal Library along with a nurs
ery, computer lab, youth room and eight classrooms will be
held beginning Sunday May 21 with services continuing on
Wednesday, May 24 through Friday, May 26 and culminat
ing on Sunday, May 28. The Theme for the even! is “Let Us
Hold Firmly to the Faith” and the scripture reference is
Hebrews 6:13-15 and Hebrews 11:1.

May 22

PIZZA Ministry at 6:00 P.M.

As part of our ongoing ministry, we invite the public to
join us in worship and fellowship during our weekly wor
ship services, which include:
Early morning worship
7:00 a.m.

The New Hope family invites you to worship
with us on Sunday morning. Our morning begins
with Sunday School at 9:00. There are special classes
taught for adults and classes available for every
youth. Bring the entire family to leam more about
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10:30 with the New Hope
Mass Choir leading the congregation in praise. The
Music team consists of Michael MeKenny, Vernard
MeKenny, Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens. The
Bread of Life will be served by a son of New Hope,
The Reverend Corey J. Hodges, Pastor of New
Pilgrim Baptist Church in Salt Lake City, Utah, We
are grateful to God for our Mothers and 93 years as
New Hope Baptist Church. We will be delighted to
have you worship with us. Won’t you join us?
93rd Church Anniversary

Tuesday, May 16th
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
Reverend Brian K. Brown, Pastor
Wednesday, May 17th
St. John Missionary Baptist Church
Reverend Norris Martin, Pastor
Thursday, May 18th
New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Joseph Sykes, Pastor
Friday, May 19th
St. John Primitive Baptist Church
Clearwater, Florida
Elder Benjamin Adams, Pastor
You are invited to all of the Services!
Nightly Services begin at 7:30P.M.
For more information please call the church office
at 727-896-5228.
“Others throw their faith away,
Mothers pray, and pray, and pray.”

(First Sunday Only)

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
5:00 p.m.
(Each Sunday)
Other weekly services include Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings (Mondays at 6:00 p.m.); Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting (Tuesdays at 7:00 pin.); Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study (Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.) and Prayer Meeting
and Bible Study (Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.).

REMEMBER
MOTHER’S DAY:
MAY 14th

POETRY CORNER

To Speak A Fault
In speaking of a person’s fault,
Pray don’t forget your own.
Remember that those in houses of glass
Shall never throw a stone.
Robert UAiwIers-.

Carolyn £. Hobbs
Manager

If we have nothing else to do
But search for guilt and sin,
Tis better when we commence at home
And from that point begin.
Some have faults and who has not,
The old as well as young
We may perhaps for ought we know
Have fifty to their none.
I will tell you of a better plan
that have found works full well,
To try my own defective cure
I or others tell.
And though I sometimes hope to be

Aiumrti Singers ia hold annual Spring Concert

The Alumni Singers of St Petersburg, continuing to ceiebrale more
than *'25 years of Singing with Love and Harmony,” will hold their annual
Spring Concert on Sunday, May 21,2006, at 4:00 p. m. The location for this
event will be Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church, 1800 ISlh Avenue
south, in St. Petersburg.

No wdrse than some I know.
My own shortcoming have bid me to

School’s 50th Anniversary. The groap is tinder the direction of Robert L.

Let the fault of others go.

Anders, and is accompanied by Dorothy Jentdas. The interdenominational

Alumni Singers was formed daring the commemoration of Gibbs High

singers are dedicated to the preservation of the African-American

Then, let us all when we commence
To slander friends and foe, •
To think of harm that one may
do to those we little know.

experience and now includes alumni from high school and college choirs
across the country.
The choir holds two major concerts each year; once in the spring and
again during the Christmas holiday in December. Other events in the past
year include: The FesHvai of Spirituals during BiackHiatory month 2005, a

And think of curious it sometime light

weeklong “Meet The Composer" workshop with gospel composer and pianist

Our chicken roost at home
Don’t speak of the other person’s fault

dedication of a memorial statue of legendary performer, Ray Charles In his

Until you have none of your own.

Glenn Burleigh, in October 2005, and most recently, a concert for the

hometown of Ureenvi’le, Florida

P.O. Box 10238 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733 • (727) 323-7004 • Fax (727) 864-3640

Pastors Corner
The religious community has always played
an integral part in uniting our community. The
Weekly Challenger supports the community.
In an effort to express our continued support,
we are asking our pastors, whom we consider as
leaders in our community, to speak with words to
inform, uplift, inspire, and encourage.
Every week a different pastor will be featured
in this column.

Show Someone You Care.
Happy Mother’s Day.

In the book ofEcclesiastes,
chapter three, Solomon gave
general observations of times
and seasons. He points out that
there is a right time for
everything and that God has
Elder William E.
given a plan for all people. In
Anderson,
verse
five, it states that there is
Pentecostal
Temple COGIC a time to embrace. When I take
note of situations, circumstances
and events in our communities and the actions
and reactions of the people involved, it tells me
that what tlte world needs now more than any
thing is people taking the time to embrace one
another. The definition of “embrace” that I am
referring to means to clasp in ihe arms lovingly
(as in a hug). Every one of us knows somebody
who can use a loving hug. I remember Coach Tony
Dungy saying as he gave the eulogy for his son, “I
wish I had hugged my son before he returned to
school.” So many times we let the small things of
life take away our golden opportunity to hug or
embrace our children before they leave our pres
ence. We never know when we part, if or when we
will be reunited.
So many people today just need a warm
embrace - some are hurting, some feel nobody
cares and some just want people to accept them
for who they are. Some have serious issues but
they are still people - human beings - created by
God. Ifeel safe in saying that sometimes embracing
brings about change. Ifyou don’t believe it, try it
with someone who is down in the dumps. If the
fathers in our community would go and find their
sons and show them that they care, I believe some
of the killing would stop. Young men really need
to know that someone cares.
Solomon states that timing is important: to
every thing there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven. Along with Solomon, I
believe this is the time for showing affection! This
is the time to show you care! This is the time for
involvement! This is the time when your love can
be pure. Take time to embrace that loved one on
drugs, that rebellious child, that neighbor who
needs a helping hand, the co-worker who is
struggling with sickness, the homeless who are in
need of hope; they are all somebody.
As we approach Mother’s Day, I encourage
you to use this time' to embrace a mother,
grandmother or godmother because they have
played an important role in our lives. Mothers,
you are God’s special angels! You give so fnuch.
Thank you for your special touch in our lives.
Happy Mother’s Day to each of you!

12

the WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY,

MAY 11,2006

A Twist on Mother’s Day E-Cards

African American Church History Tour Set to Travel the South
Spirit-Filled Excursion Traces Black History from Slavery to the Contemporary Church
Los Angeles, GA (BlackNews.com)The Black Voice Foundation proudly
announces the Psalms of Freedom African
American Church History Tour. Taking
place June 20-27, 2006, the excursion will
allow participants to experience the history
and music of the African American church
from its African foundations to the present-day.
Starting in Memphis, Tennessee and traveling
through Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia,
the tour will cover everything from slavery
and the spirituals to Gospel music, the Civil
Rights Movement, and the contemporary
church.
“The African American church is the
most powerful institution remaining in our
community,” says Dr. Daniel E. Walker,

ZW

tour guide and award-winning historian.
“This is a life-changing tour that will
inspire and educate participants about the
influence and prominent role the African
American church plays in our society.”
The tour will embrace the creation of
every major African American religious
denomination and the continuing influence
of sacred music styles from quartets to Hip
Hop Gospel. Over the course of the week,
participants will enjoy a fun-filled and
educational excursion with visits to historic
sites including: Mason Temple Church of
God in Christ (site of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop
Speech); The Stax Museum of American
Soul Music; Beale Street (the center of

Living Christ Deliverance Center
3 ,51 < eMlraI Avenue
; St. Petersburg, FL 33733

early urban Blues); The Mississippi Delta
(birthplace of the Blues and individuals
such as Sam Cooke, the Staples Singers,
and the Reverend C.L. Franklin); Jackson
State University; Money, Mississippi (The
location of the lynching of Emmett Till);
The Edmund Pettus Bridge in Seljna,
Alabama (site of Bloody Sunday); The
16th Street Baptist Church (the place where
a bomb killed four young girls in 1963);
The King Center for Non-Violent Social
Change; and The Interdenominational
Theological Center.
For more information and a full
itinerary go to www.perfectworks.org.
To register call Kenley Konnection Travel
(wwwkenleykonnection.com) at (866) 456-7425.

By: CAROLINE MAYER
Don’t know what to get Mom for
Mother’s Day? Well the Federal Trade
Commission has an idea: a special
electronic greeting card with “something
she can really use ...tips from the FTC
on keeping her personal information
secure.”
This is the second year the agency
is offering the card, which comes with
soft, sweet piano music, flutteiy butterflies
and greeting-card poetry before getting
to the tips: Protect your Social Security
number, read your bills and bank
statements, exercise doubt and report fraud.
The e-card is part of an agency
effort to both enlighten consumers and

Saw

BetheC Community ‘Baptist Church

have fun. The FTC has also developed
a bunch of online games providing
safety tips about Internet auctions,
spyware, identity theft and other
topics, some of which I’ve written
about before.
Meanwhile, if you want to plan ahead
for Father’s Day, don’t overlook the
agency’s e-card for dad, this one
warning about phishing.
The message is also available in
Spanish for mom and dad.
P.S. As a mom myself, I’ll also
offer this advice: You may want to give
your mom more than just this e-card.
(Girls, are you listening? Flowers or
chocolate will be just fine!)

$wnAdyc

2901 54th Avenue South
St. (Petersburg, TL 33712

ARE YOU.,,
invitation

Enrolling Now

(Pastor’s 13th Anniversary

Join ns for these anointed

For 2006-2007

Healing and Deliverance Services!
The word of (»od will be administered by

Prophetess Mary II. Cox

Kindergarten - 8th Grade

(May 15,16,18,19
Time - 7 T. “M. (Each (Night

• Fully Accredited curriculum
• Christian Environment

from Atlanta, Georgia!

Special Service

Onlei May US-If), 2MMMS

• Computer Classes

Sunday, (May 21, 2006 - 10 A. (M.

Timet 7*3® p„m. nightly

• Math, Reading & Writing Lab

Quest Speaker

• P.E., Music, & Art Classes

(Rev. (Duke - (MeCbourne, Tiorida

• Vegetarian Meals
• Before and After School Program

■Tiace - (BetheC Community (Baptist Church

• Caring Staff
• Small class size

Tor more information, pCease contact:
Experience God through:
^Dynamic Praise & Worship
*Prayer

*Healing

*Salvation

^Prophesy

information. contact: Beatrice Wilson @

(Mary Stephen - 327-8190

“Educating The Head, The Heart, & The Hand”

Neverta (Eady - 866-1385

821-6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FI 33701

7*7-3^5*5351

Dr. (ManueCL. Sykes, Tastor

For Registration Packet, Call 727-823-1619

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

mcLfzbi&b
955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

, 1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

'

Are you a

Sabbath Observer?
Looking for
a good church with d Pentecostal atmosphere.
Wall, Come to the House of God.

The House of God
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Study

BISHOP JOHNNY
WILLIAMS and wife, LADY
CALQUETTA WILLIAMS
Daughters of Zion Women’s Ministry Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.

Mondays ■ 7:30 RM.
Praise & Worship Joy Night

Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.
Sunday Available for Service

Praise & Worship Service
.

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr.

Church: 813-248-1907
3403 N. 34th Street

bishopwilliamstampa@hotmail.com

Tampa, FL 33605

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

None
Is
Perfect
But
The
Father!

Sunday School ......................
8:00 a.m.
Worship Service...................................... 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, PrayerMeeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning
8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School
9:45 am
Mid-Moming
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Greater St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, pastor

Sunday School

.............. ..................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

912 Third Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2039

Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer Meeting
& Teachers Meeting

Church School

.................................................................................... 9:00 A.M.

New Member Class ... ................

We

welcome you at all times.

.................

Morning Worship ..........................................
Prayer / Bible Study .

Rev. Clyde Williams

Ordained Missionary

First Baptist Institutional Church

Salip Jobp frlndtlve Baptist Church

Youth Sble Study .

............. 9:00 A.M.

.......................10:30 A.M.

............................................. .. .Tuesday 7:00 PM’
........... ................................. Thursday 6:00 PM.

Mount Olive AME Church — Tampa

Johnnie Mae Howard

"The Church With A Vision"
1747 West LaSalle Street Tampa, FL

Call: 727 895-5239

813-254-5045

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School -9:30 a.m.
■ Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

A Woman After
God’s
Own Heart...

Spiritually
Connected
Call for Prayers &
Testimonies

Reverend and
Lady James C.

Givens Pastor

Sunday (Church) School

— ..........................9:30 aan.

Sunday Worship..................

- ..................... 11:00 a.m.

First Sunday Worship....,

.7:45 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study .

.............................7:00 pan.
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

Davis
Memorial Baptist Church
JL.

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
www.bmmbc .org
Sunday Worship Services
Sunday School
Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)
Bible Study

J*.

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

2700 5th Ave. So., St.

Petersburg, Fla.

Rev. Darrel Davis, Sr.

8:00 am « 11:00 am
9:30am
7:00 pm
7:30pm

Early Morning Worship ............................... ;.. .7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ............... ........................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ............................................ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ...................... 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service............................................................ 6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service ................................................. 7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday .... i......... 6:30 p.m.

Pastor
Sunday School...................................................9:30am

11:00am

Morning Worship.....................

‘God’s House In The City
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Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Evening Service........ ............... .............. .2...6:00pm
Prayer Meeting, Bible Study

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor

Wednesday....... .. .7:30pm

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

727-327-2009

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Ciiurcli

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin....................................... .............................
Associate Pastor
■
■
>
Finance Ministry . ................ ............... ... . ......................:.................. . . James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry.............. . . ....................... ..................................Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry.............................................. .. ......................................................Wyvonnia McGee

Lakeview Presbyterian Church

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813)327-0593

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

Peiftecostal Tcipplc Church

of God ip Christ

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Sunday

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Saturday

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Baptist

Elder: Tony Smith
900 - 16th Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

10th Street Church Of God

Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

(727) 898-9407

Friendship

Sunday School...................................9:30 ajn.
Morning Worship..................... ....... .......... >......11:00 ajm.
Wednesday Evening Prayer............................6:30 pun.
Wednesday Night Bible Study ..;....... ........7:30 pan.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

The church where what God’s word teaches
practiced!

Church
3300 31st Street South

Macedonia Freewill
Church

(727) 822-0784

MorningWorship: 11:00 a.m.

Missionaiy BaptistA

“A church working togetherfor the uphudding of Qods kingdom”

1310 22nd Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
Dr. John A. Evans,

www.fmbctheship.org

Pastor

Sunday........... ....7:45 AM and 11 AM Worship
Sunday School.................. ........... .......... 9:30 AM
Wednesday............. Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 PM Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday................ ...7 PM Youth Enrichment
"Serving and Saving," "Helping and Healing,"

"Inspiring and Instructing," "Praying and Praising."

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631
www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ...........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........ .10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .......5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday ......... 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“Creating a (Haven of (Nape, Nef, and NeaCingfor Christ”

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Queen Street
Church

Of God In Christ

CjteateA Kdu/j,

GkuteJd,
2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Sunday Service..........................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays.....................7:30 p.m.

Bro. Robert Smith

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Sunday Morning Bible Class..........9:00 a.m.
Sunday .Morning Worship .......10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday •/.......... 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class /.... .7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .. .7:00 p.m.

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”
Rev. G. M. Curry

Dominion Worship Ministriis
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Sunday

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

-2120-19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712 ■
(727)896-5228

8 am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Monday

The Rock

of Jesus

Sunday Services:

Missionary Baptist Church

ChurchSchool
Praise & Worship Service

Church School............... ...9:15 a.m'. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: 10:00 a.m. -10:15 a.m.
Praise and Worship: 10:15 a,nb - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

9 am
10:30 am

Wednesday

Wednesday Services:
Midweek P.U.S.H. (Prayer Meeting/Bible
Study)
7 pm
Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

THE ROCK OF JESUS’ NEW LOCATION:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
(formerly Childs Park United Methodist Church)
Telephone #: (727) 327-0015 • Fax #: (727) 327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

‘One Body, One Spirit, One Hope’

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

/--j/'
. .
sAbundarffM^ryest
Wor $hIp<

•

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Thursday
Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries

Monday, Wednesday. Saturday

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

6am Prayer

Abundant Harvest
Worship Center
4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
(727) 374-1864

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday
Morning Worship
Feed The Homeless

3200 Fifth Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-1373

Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr.
Pastor

Early Morning Worship.............. ...........................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School.................................
9:30 a..m.
Morning Worship......................................
,.11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting..7:00 pan.
Friday Prayer Meeting...........................................................11:00aan.
“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Wednesday
Bible Study

10:45 AM
2:00 PM
7:00 PM

Log on:
Pastor "Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

www.travelwiththechurch.com
(t0 b00k your travel en9agements)

‘"WaCkina Qn Fhe (PromisedVision’

Place your ad here
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Advertise your next garage sale here • Call Today! to place your ad • (727) 896-2922

Cars, Trucks, Vans
Running or Not!
Free Removal
Call: 727-430-4343
Houses For Rent

has employment
opportunities; available.
Please call our jobline or
visit our websrte for
an up-to-date list of
our openings.

African Wear - Adult and Children - $15 and up
•Fabric and Mud Cloth
•Tailored designs

’Roca Shell Jewelry

’Event fashion shows

Jobline: (727) 821 -4819 x8
website:

•Fashion Accessories

child abuse/neglect field. Assist with exams &

We look forward to seeing you and all your friends!

provide clerical support. Computer & organizational

Lay-A-Way acceptable

skills. Pediatric exp. preferred. Resume to: Help A
Child, 4000 Gateway Centre Blvd, #200, Pinellas

5937 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg, FL

Great Food!
Breakfast • Lunch
Dinner

Central A/H
Available now - $850 month;

featuring

Hours:
Mon-Thurs
Fri & Sat
Sun

Stephanie’s Catering Service
“Food for tha soul...”

(727) 544-5577. EOE

GULFCOAST LEGAL
SERVICES, INC.
FAIR HOUSING
INITIATIVE PROGRAM

St. Petersburg
3 BR / I BA; Washer/Dryer;

Park, FL 33792, hac@HelpAChildInc.org or fax

33713

860 20th Avenue South

$1,000 deposit

Medical Assistant for social service agency in

www.boleycenters.org

(7E7j 321-E53G

Downstairs

Help A Child, Inc.

8 AM- 9 PM
8 AM-12 PM
10 AM-4 PM

THE BOSS BREAK - FEATURING AL WILLIAMS
QN THE YAMAHA ORGAN, PLAYING THE MUSIC
FROM THE “MANHATTAN CASINO”

WANTED:
HOUSING DISCRIMINATION
TESTERS
EARN EXTRA CASKATTEND TRAININGS AT
GULFCOAST

S2

Call for info about our
upcoming tester training.
Trainings are held regularly.
The position is on-call
and testers receive a stipend
for their efforts.

LET US PLAY FOR YOUR FAMILY REUNIONS,
CLUB DANCES, PRIVATE PARTIES,
WEDDINGS (CEREMONY AND RECEPTION),

Telephone: (727) 821-0726,

Upstairs

Delivery available

860 20th Avenue South

Phone: 727.209.0177 • Fax in your order: 727.209.0178

St. Petersburg

401 34th St. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33713 (Mosley Motel)

2 BR / 1 BA; Central A/H
Available June 1 - $700 month;
$1,000 deposit

CORPORATE FUNCTIONS

ext. 366

CALL

Step flame’s Catering (Presents:

A Taste of SouC §aCa

Salon For Rent

Your Ad

Saturday June 3rd 2006

600 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg

Soul Food Fantasy • 401 34th Street N., St. Petersburg, FL 33713

13070 North 118th Street, Largo

Stephanie’s Catering Cordially Invites you to attend A Night of Soul, Fashionable Food

4 BR /IBA; Central A/H

Cakes, Drinks and much more!

Available now - $975 month;

(727) 823-2864

Presentations, featured Art Guest, Design Fruit Baskets, Shrimp Cocktail, Specialty

Here

call: (727)322-0024

R.S.V.P. by May 19, 2006 • Limited Seating
$20.00 advance, $30.00 door

$1,000 deposit
■T
+

Section 8 Welcome
All Units
Call: 813-404-6307

(fffiehlectwns
(Medical Uniforms)

We love it when our readers say,

“I LOVE THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!’

Owners
Michelle (727) 687-1078
Ty (727) 729-0340

Three "Roses" ot Every Closing

SELLER

BROKER

TRIPLE

ROSE

P.O.Box 350551
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

BUYER

REALTY

Comptet© Real Estate Services or RefetraSs
Mordecai Walker, Broker
Phone 727-898-6643
Fax

Cell 727-439-6567

727-550-0815

E-Mail 3roserealty@verizon.nei

| pj

231 Driftwood Road S.E.
St. Petersburg, FL33705

REAITOR *

ch arIes |
pilTENbERqS

BARbARA HAMRich
ReaItor9

Direct Line:

1545 S. BetekER Rd.
CIearwater,

FL 5 ? 764

(727) 867-7946

Cell: (727) 51 5-8101

EmaiI:

Fax:

(727) 867-7949

blhamrich@aol.com

chAftbsg
pUTBNbhRqS

IMS S ibliim «<*.)
(ew S >»*•« 3.'''Hk
(j

LSmmmORS

We Buy Houses

3402 E.22ND AVE.
TAMPA, FLORIDA 33605

Got Termites?
Call Bugs Exterminators
JACKIE L. HEARNS
Entomologist & Certified Operator

3 Days Cash

OFFICE (813) 247-4967
FAX (813) 247-9857

Any Area, Any Condition
Pre-Foreclosure / Bankruptcy / Divorce
Code Enforcement / Probate

www.3dayscash.com

REED CHIROPRACTIC, P L.L.C.
3651 42nd Ave. South, Suite €-104

PLEASE

St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

SUPPORT OUR

FAST CASH! CALL NOW!

PAPER BY

(813) 980-1104 Z (813) 785-5904

SUPPORTING

ilk IIB

Kaihy S. IoIinson

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

OUR

Oil 72/-2/8-MJJO
fm Z2Z-MM6A0

email: bob@3dayscash.com

ADVERTISERS

Rr Alton*

ALF anyone? 3,000 sq, ft.
4 Bedroom/3Bath home

PICK OF THE WEEK!
Dr. Kelly M. Reed, Jr.

Pius 2 Duplexes perfect for

NEW OFFICE LOCATION

an ALF located in Clearwater.

CHIROPRACTIC AND ACUPUNCTURE
HEALTH CARE
MASSAGE THERAPY

Think of the income!!
Asking

$800,000.

DOG DAYS

Ms, Patricia Williams, L.M.T,

04-22-30
37-39-48

automobile accidents, sports injuries,
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

NEUROMUSCULAR & RELAXATION THERAPY

CA$H 3

Call Mrs. Cooper

1-7

2-4 2-7

Accepting most insurance plans ant! ALL Major Credit Cards

Bayline Realty
727-204-6183

299 341

CALL (727) 864-1882

379

402 612 848

3-8 4-6
5-2
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SENIOR PROM

Justin Cleveland and Robin Fields

Hassan Bradley and Sakira Hadley

Joseph E. Savage Honored
By: BLANCHE L. GANEY
Editor

ST. PETERSBURG^'Abdul
Karim Ali sat alone on the front
row in the City Council chamber,
shoulders squared and erect.
Family and friends sat farther
back interspersed throughout the
crowd, waiting to leam if the
Council thought his father, Joe E.
Savage, civil rights activist,
deserved to have his name
attached to the sanitation complex.
On Thursday May 4, the Council
voted unanimously to honor
Savage by naming the city’s
sanitation headquarters “Joseph
E. Savage Sanitation Complex”.
Perhaps to some this legal
gesture of renaming a building
few ever noticed, has little or no
significance. But to others,
including Savage’s' family and
friends, the renaming of the
sanitation complex is a tribute

fitting for the man who, stood up
and spoke up during an era when
black people were dared to have a
voice.
Those who knew Savage
knew him as a humble man, yet
what he did by organizing the
sanitation workers, leading marches
and eventually leading the strike
in 1968 as a black man, was a
monumental fete. “Some people
referred to my dad as the Dr.
Martin Luther King of St.
Petersburg,” said Ali. “I didn’t
know my dad as an activist, but
when I moved to St. Pete and
learned the difference he made in
the community I was very proud.”
Joe Savage stepped up to
represent the black sanitation
workers, which was a phenomenal
act at a time when black people in
St. Petersburg were governed by
Jim Crow laws. “In 1969,” said
Ali, “there was a city charter that
said Negroes could not be down

town after sunset and here was
my dad speaking up and getting
the attention of city officials.”
According to Ali, because of
his father’s involvement with the
strike he made national news.
“My father’s activism prompted
me to step up and do what I felt I
could to make a difference in the
community.”
History Continues to go to the
grave with many citizens as
people who took part in the strikes
and sit-ins of yesterday pass away.
“We need historic markers to
capture the past,” said Ali. “There
are a couple of generations of
people who do; not know who
Joe E. Savage or other local and
national historical figures are, or
the impact they have made on our
communities.”
A ceremony is scheduled to
officially rename the sanitation
complex at 2001 28th St. N., the
“Joseph E. Savage Sanitation Complex”.

Keith Collier and Johnesia Smith

Pinellas County

Urban League
28TH ANNUAL
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY DAY BANQUET
Thursday, May 25, 2006
Renaissance Vinoy Hotel
501 Fifth Ave. NE, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33701
Reception fit Silent Auction -5:30 p.m. (Foyer)
Dinner - 6:30 p.m. (Palm Court Ballroom)
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Shelley Broader
President and Chief Operating Officer

. Sweetbay Supermarket and Kash n' Karry
Award Recipients
for this year will include:
Larry Newsome

Shelley Broader

Urban Development Solutions

Sweetbay Supermarket

for their contributions
to the Midtown Development Project
To receive information about this year's event,
contact the Urban League at (727) 327-2081

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
Don’t Forget Grandmothers;
City of St. Petersburg Sanitation Complex will be officially named The Joseph E.
Savage Sanitation Complex.

they are MOMS Too!
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This is more than just a cherry pie.
This is a recipe that connects me to rny grandmother’s mother.
This is a childhood flashback for Uncle Charles.
This is mowtbtn a family reunion dessert.
This is a family tradition. This is a piece of my

history.

And there’s only one place 1 trust for fhe ingredients.

+

Publix
WHERE

SHOPPING

IS

A

www.publix.com

RJOS Ptibkx A«t w

PLEASURE

